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PREFACB. 



Thebe is no danger of the interests of religion 
suffering by discussion. It may indeed be con- 
ducted in an improper spirit, and much sin may 
be committed while we are attempting to vindi- 
cate the truth ; but this is the abuse of the apos- 
tolic precept, that we should earnestly contend 
for the faith once delivered to the saints. Amidst 
the unmeaning declamation against religious con- 
troversy, it is well to renaembej,.. that the Gospel 
is the revelation of the. character of God, and 
consequently in so far as we take a false view of 
any part of the truth, we must, to the same ex- 
tent, err in regard to our apprehensions of Hih 
whom we profess to worship* . 

This holds more especially in regard to the 
doctrine of the Atonement. The question res- 
pecting its nature and extent, involves the fun- 
damental inquiries : — Whether the incarnation, 
sufferings, and death, of the Son of God, resulted 
from the perfection of the Divine character, 
which rendered it imperative, if mercy were 
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shown to the guilty, that the claims of justice 
should be fully satisfied ? — Whether in the plan 
of salvation, the law has been magnified and made 
honourable, not a jot or tittle passing from it till 
all was fidfilled ? — Whether, while transgressors 
are pardoned, sin has been more signally punish- 
ed, than if the whole human race had perished ? 
or — Whether the plan of redemption, into which 
the angels desire to look, was designed merely 
to vindicate the government of God in the eyes 
of his creatures, and to prevent its falling into con- 
tempt ? in short — Whether the Atonement was 
really an expiation of sin, or a spectacle for the 
purpose of producing an impression upon the sub- 
jects of the Divine government ? 

•In opposition to the numerous and explicit de- 
clarations of the Word of God, in which the sins 
of his people are represented as being made to 
meet upon Christ, that tliey might be invested 
with his perfect righteousness ; according to the 
new system, although treated as righteous, yet 
they can never cease to be guilty ; while there 
was no transference of guilt to their glorious Head 
and Surety, whose suflferings and death were 
consequently a merely gratuitous intimation of 
what their sins had merited. 

In the introduction of the new theory of Atone- 
ment into Scotland, we have a striking example 
of error being privily brought in. Just views of 
the subject were almost universal among the dis- 
ciples of Christ ; but the leaven now so widely 
diffused was silently introduced. Being fostered 
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by some whose character for Christian knowledge 
and experience stood high in public estimation, 
it wrought gradually and almost imperceptibly, 
till it attained its present magnitude, and has 
spread very widely in many denominations ; thus 
removing one of the most powerful barriers 
against the introduction of Popery, which threat- 
ens once more to overspread the land. 

Not long after having been informed that a 
second edition of my Work on the Doctrine of 
the Atonement was required, I heard of Dr 
Payne's Strictures on what I had published. In 
the following pages, his statements are examined. 
According to his system, the sacrifice of Christ 
bore no nearer relation to the sins of those who 
are saved than to the sins of those who are lost. 
The subject is most important ; it is not a dispute 
about words ; it involves the very essence of gos- 
pel truth. On the decision of the question rests 
the momentous inquiry, — Is the Divine justice 
a reality or merely a name, a substance or only 
a shadow ? 

Edinburgh, February, 1847. 
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Those who have learned their divinity from the Word of 
God, miist be strack on the perusal of Dr Payne^s Lectures^ 
with the difference between his mode of teaching, and 
that of the Scripture. The former plunges his readers into 
the depths of metaphysics ; the latter uses great plainness of 
speech, and instead of entangling us in the mazes of philo^ 
sophical reasoning, in the simplest language announces the 
truth as it is in Jesus. 

I began my work on the Atonement by pointing out the 
danger of blending metaphysics with Scripture truth, and at- 
tempting to remove the offence of the cross. Dr Payne's 
Lectures afford a practical illustration of the importance of 
both these principles. 

The Scripture informs us, that we must receive the 
kingdom of God as littie diildren, otherwise we cannot 
ester it ; if we desire to be wise we must become fools^ must 
eease from our own wisdom, and be satisfied with knowing 
that such things are^ without too curiously inquiring how 
they can be. " We are fools for Christ^s sake," says the 
Apostle, " but ye are wise in Christ." By blending the phi- 
losophy of Greece with the doctrine of Christ, the Corinthians 
in part escaped the reproach of the cross, but it was at the 
expose of their minds being corrupted from the simplicity 
that '» in Chrisl The Colosdans are cautioned against 
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being spoiled ** through philosophy and vain deceit, after 
the tradition of men, after the radiments of the world, and 
not after Christ ;'* and I cannot but consider these and si- 
milar passages peculiarly applicable to the mode of teaching 
adopted by Dr Payne, upon whose views of the Atonement 
I propose to make some remarks. 

The people of Scotland have been considered to be rather 
partial to metaphysical investigation. Among them our 
author commenced his ministry, and whether it was, that by 
exceeding in their favourite department he did not attain 
popularity as a preacher, or from some other cause, he re- 
moved to England, and appears to retain some degree of 
displeasure against those who did not sufficiently appreciate 
his talents. He writes in a style which indicates no very 
friendly feeling to " the wise men of the North" and " the 
ultra Calviflists of the North." 

If we mistake not, Dr Payne attributed his want of suc- 
oefls to the people of Scotland's attachment to Sandemanian- 
ism ; he repeatedly intimates his disapprobation of that 
system, and even speaks of it m connexion with Sodnianism, 
with which it has no affinity. On the Divinity and Atone- 
ment of Christ, Sandeman was clear. But the name of 
Sandemanianism has long been employed in England as a 
bugbear, in order to excite prejudice against whatever was 
viewed with disapprobation. My sentiments on Sande- 
manianism are given in a Letter to the Editor of the Evange- 
lical Magazine, inserted in the number for May 1846, p. 
249. The object of the letter was to vindicate my late 
brother and myself from the charge of having encouraged 
the putting of Sandeman's works into the hands of the stu- 
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dents educated at his seminaiy, and to express mj as- 
tonishment that the late heresies in the Scottish Congre- 
gational churches should be ascribed, in a paper which had 
appeared in the Magazine, to the influence of my brother^s 
classes, at the distance oi fifty years ; at the same time, I 
stated as a matter of £ict, ^^ that very few of the students 
of those classes had turned out ill.^^ In a note appended to 
my Letter, the Editor says, " We cannot at the same time 
vouch so strongly as Mr Haldane seems to do, for the full 
orthodoxy of all the men who attended tha classes to which 
he refers." I never hiated that aU had turned out well ; I 
said " very few — ^turned out ill." The Editor proceeds, 
'* We are old enough to remember the speculative tendency 
of the preaching of not a few of them, and how much they 
insisted on Sandeman's notion of saving faith being a naked 
assent to the truth." Now, Dr Payne, in what are termed 
in the Evangelical Magazme, his ^^ invaluable lectures," 
which are noticed with unqualified approbation, affirms with 
Sandeman, that ^^ faith, strictly speaking, is the belief of the 
Gospel," p. 269. '-^ Strictly speaking, faith supposes a tes- 
timony, and Is the credit we give to testimony," p. 270. 
He endeavours to prove a difierence between himself and 
Sandeman, by condemning those who represent faith as an 
assent to the great /aete of the Gospel, and affirms that 
there can exist no saving &ith, ^^ when the scriptural im- 
port and moral gloiy of these facts are not clearly discerned 
and powerftilly realized." This he says, " is the extreme 
to which Sandemanianism tends, if it has not exactly reach- 
ed it," p. 274. Now Sandeman agrees with him, that£aith 
is the belief of "the meaning" of the Gospel. He would 



4 STBICTUlUeS ON BR PAYNE. 

BOt hsre admowledged a Soomiaii to be a believer although 
he admitted tiiat Jesus was the Son of God, because he at- 
taches to the term a different meaning from that contained 
in the Scriptures of truth. 

£very doctrine of the Gospel may be viewed as a matter 
of fact, — the divinity of Christ, regeneration, justification, 
sanctification ; and if these are not believed as they are ez- 
hiMted in the Scripture, there can be no saving faith.* 
Sandeman did not deny the absolute neoesuty of the power 
of the Holy Spirit in the production of fiuth. Indeed, he 
carried this to an extreme, discouragmg all concern in the 
unconverted about their souls, as tending to Pharisaism and 
self-righteousness. He held, with Dr Payne, that ' ' whatever 
be the nature of a report, the act of believing it is the same,*^ 
p. 284. Dr Payne maintains that ^' fsuth is an intellectual 
act, and an intellectual act alone.^' He tells us that when 
the Apostle speaks of believing with the heart, *^ he obviously 
means an unfeigned fiiith, in opposition to a mere veri[)al 
profession of &ith.^^ He denies that faith is an exercise of 
the affections, ^^ for it is not more absurd to say that we 
perceive with the affections, and love with the intellect, or 
sec with the nose, than to maintain that we literally believe 
with the heart,*^ p. 288. This comes very near Sandeman!s 
notion of a naked assent to truth bemg saving faith, anil 
might have excited the displeasure of the Editor of the Evan- 
gelical Magazine ;• but in his remarks on the Lectures we were 



* I fully coincide with onr author in coodemoiog the sabatitution of 
assent for faith ; but after all that has been written upon the subject, I 
consider coufidenoe in CbriBt to be the simplest defiaitioa of the fiuth 
cf God*s elect. This is the alpha and omega of the Christian life, Heb. 
lit. ^—U, 
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reminded of the homely proverb, that one man nurf, with 
impanity steal a sheep, while another is hanged for lo<^dBg 
over the hedge. 

Our author tells ns that, ^^ as fisor as an nnconverted man 
can understand the Gospel, he may belieye it," p. 275. Yes, 
but no unconverted man can und^nstand the Gospel. 
He may indeed talk with aoonraoy upon all the doctrines <^ 
the Gospel, just as a man bom blind may talk accurately of 
light and coloius, bnt he does not attach the true meaning 
to the terms he employs, nor is it possible he should, till his 
eyes are opened. The ease of an unconverted man is pre- 
cisely the same, only the latter is guilty, while the other is 
not. 

Throughout his work, Dr Payne has referred to Dr Mar- 
shall and myself, and has classed us together in his animad- 
versions on the subject of the Atonement. I believe our 
sentiments in many respects coincide, but without the small- 
est disreiqpect for Dr Marshall, I think it right to say that, 
till I saw Dr Payne's lectures, I had not read any thing 
which Dr Marshall has written on the subject, with the ex- 
ception of the extracts in Dr Wardlaw's publication. In 
these, Dr Marshall appeared to me to concede so much to 
his opponents, as to render his views of particular redemp- 
tion, (or as Dr Payne would say, particular atonement) 
untenable. I afterwards beard with great pleasure that he 
had retracted those admissions ; but at that time my work 
was so far advanced, that I did not think it necessary to 
examine his later publication. 

I mention this to show that Dr Marshall and I were not 
oogniaant of each other's senthnents, and to protest against 
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our being dassed together, and thus each being made re- 
sponsible for the views expressed by the other. In saying 
this, I have no intention to insinuate the slightest disappro- 
bation of any of Dr Marshall's statements, which, so far as 
I know, nearly correspond with my own. 

Besides various remarks in the body of his work, on my 
late publication on the Atonement, Dr Payne has, in an 
Appendix, considered some of my statements, but contents 
himself with incidental strictures, without entering on the 
proofe I adduced in support of my views. A second edition 
of my work being caQed for, 1 take the opportunity of re- 
ferring to what he has brought forward ; at the same time 
observing, that the foundation of my system is unshaken, I 
might say, nnassailed. 

I premise, that while Dr Payne is very much disposed to 
charge his opponents with ucdng strong language, he is far 
from bemg careM to avoid personalities. The charges of 
dogmatism, Antinomianism, ultra Calvinism,* and bemg 

* In reference to the epithet of nltra^Calyinuts, I shall trRnacribe • 
paragraph from a letter of the late John Newtou, who was never, I 
beUeve, snqiected of Antinoaiiaoism hj any who held the truth. He 
thus replies to the charge brought against him of being a *' rigid Cal- 
vini^i which I presume nearly corresponds with Dr Payne's favourite 
term of an ** ultra Calrinist." " If you mean by a rigid Calviniat, one 
who is fierce, dogmatical, and censorious, and ready to deal out ana. 
themas against aU who differ from him, I hope I am no more saoh 
a one than I am a rigid Papist. But as to the doctrines which are 
now stigmatised by the name of Calvinism, I cannot well avoid the 
epitiiBt rigid, while I believe tfaem : for there aoema to be no medium 
between holding them, and not holding them ; between ascribing sal- 
vation to Ae w^ of man, or the power of Qod ; between grace and 
works, Rom. xi. 6 ; between befaig found in the righteoosneas of Christ, 
or in my own, Phil. iii. P» Did the harsh consequences often charged 
upon the doetrille called Calviniatie, reafly belong to it, I shOQld have 
much to answer for, if I bad invented it myself, or taken it upon 
trust from Calvin ; but as I find it in the Seripturea, I cheerfully em- 
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*' Utterly stolid," are freely brought forward, and he predicts 
that in all probability, I shall very soon be driven to give 
up addressing the Gospel to all who come under its sound. 
It may therefore give him pleasure to be informed that 
I have held, that the good Shepherd laid down his life for 
the sheep^ and for them alone, and at the same time com- 
manded the Gospel to be preached to every oreature, from a 
period (I should suppose) anterior to Dr Payne having 
commenced his metaphysical studies *, and although, I hope 
I am not too dd to learn, I feel no disposition to abandon 
or modify either the one sentiment or the other : I hold both 
to be most important. 

Here I would refer once for all, to the charge of Anti- 
uomianism, so frequently brought by Dr Payne against 
those who hold scriptural views of the Atonement. Without 
the slightest desire of boasting,* (for according to the Apos- 
tle, a boaster and a fool are synonymous, 2 Cor. xi. 16.) I 
am bold to affirm, th^t my conviction of the obligation of the 
holy, just, and good law of jjod, upon believers, and upon 
all mankind, is not less strong than that of Dr Pa3aie. To 
himself rather than to me the imputation of Antinomianism 
is applicable. He represents God as treating the righteous 
One as if he were guilty, and the guilty as if they were right- 
eous, thus making void the law, and denying the essential 
justice of the Almighty. I would at the same time remind 
him, that ealHng names has nothing to do witii our inqui- 
ries after truth, and only proves a lurking suspicion of the 

brace it, and leave it to the Lord to vindicate his own truth and hit) 
ways, from all the impatations whioh have been caat upoo them." — 
Newton'a Fosthuawus fForks,p, 248. London, lbO& 
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weakness of our caose. Dr Payne, to do him jnsdoe, writei 
witii snfBcieat coolness, but this is rather an aggravation of 
sach epithets, as ^^ Antinomians'^ which he so frequently a^p- 
pHes to those who maintain that Christ, who knew no sin, 
was made sin for his people, that they might be made the 
righteousness o£ Qod in him. 

P. 36. — ^We have an example of our (uithor's darkening 
counsel in the assertion, that ^^in strict accuracy it eamiot be 
said God directly decrees that any man shall believe the Gos. 
pel, and persevere unto the end, and inherit eternal life.*^ 
Does not God predestinate some to the adoption of children, 
and to be conformed to the image of his Son ? Has he not 
chosen them to salvation? Did he not promise eternal life 
to the sheep whom he gave to Christ, and whom none shall 
pluck out of the hand of the good Shepherd ? 

P. 89 — ^We are told that the first transgression did not 
bring ^^ directly on the race a sentence to eternal death,^* 
and reference is made to the author's lectures on original 
ain. I have not at present s|pcess to this book, ndther do 
I know whether this sentiment involves the denial of the 
eternal punishment of those who die m their sms, but oer- 
tainly it appears less difficult to suppose that the sentence 
of eternal death was denounced against the first trangrea- 
sion, than that it was passed after mankind had become ut- 
terly corrupted. But it is abundantly evident, that our 
author's fundamental error is not perceiving the state into 
which mankind were brought by Adam's sin. 

The sentence upon disobedience was death, not the sepa- 
ration of soul and body, — ^for this was not denounced till 
after the intimation of the coming of the Saviour, Gen. iii. 



"^rr". 
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19 ; — ^tratfleparationfrom God, and the loss of his savour which 
is life ; now, since God is unchangeable, had he not had pur- 
posea of merc7 to a part of our £aJlen race, the separation must 
have been etenud. In consequence of ihe sentence, men are 
dead while thej live, dead in trefiq[»S8es and sins, and if grace 
prevent not, in&Uiblj continue to treasure up for themselves 
wrath against the day of wrath ; for as in them, that is in 
their flesh, dwelleth no good thing, the carnal mind can- 
not be subject to the law of God, it is therefore impossi- 
BLE that of themselves they should ever turn to God. 

Separation from God was the curse which Christ endured, 
and which extorted from him that loud and bitter cry, ^^My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me 1" This would have 
been utter destruction to the most exalted creature — ^for in 
God all preatures live, move, and have their being; but 
Jesus is God over all. He bowed to the storm, he obeyed 
the commandment, he voluntarily laid down his life, that 
he mi^t take it again, and rose to the power of an endless 
life ; and now the reins of universal dominion are committed 
to him, that he may gather his ^^ beautiful flock" around his 
throne. For a small moment his Father forsook his only 
Begotten, in wrath did He hide his fiioe from him for a mo- 
ment, but with everlasting kindness did He visit him. Be- 
cause he humbled himself and became obedient to death, 
even the death of the cross, God hath exalted him at his 
own right hand ; and all, without exception, is put under his 
feet. 

Here we may refer to our Lord's declaration, ^* As tho 
Father hath lile in himself so hath be given to the Son to 
have life in himself." Thisdoes not refer to Jesus in his di- 
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vine nature, ^^ for in him was life," it dwelt in him as its 
fountain ; but the life which the Father gave him, was in 
his mediatorial character, as the Head of his body the 
Church. In connexion with giving him to have hfe in him- 
self, a gift which could not have been bestowed on any 
creature, for it would have rendered it in a great measure 
independent of its Creator — the Father commanded him to 
lay it down. This he did upon the (ax>ss. It was altogether 
a voluntary act, an act of obedience to Him from whom he 
had received the gift. Having tasted the vinegar, and 
knowing that all which had been written of him was fiilfiUed, 
he cried with a loud voice, ^^ It is finished I^^ proving that life 
was " yet whole" in him. He did not take a single step in 
the great work he had undertaken, without his Father's au- 
thority, but obeyed his commandment, both in laying down 
and in taking his life again, and thus became the overflow- 
ing source of life to all his people. The life derived from 
Adam is forfeited — ^it is gone — ^men are dead ; but the life of 
those whom Jesus is not ashamed to call brethren, is hid 
>vith Christ in Ood ; and when Christ, who is their life, shall 
appear, then shall they also appear with him in glory. 

In p. 91, we are told, " all men have power to secure 
their salvation, if they are disposed to use that power as they 
ought to do." And have they not the same power to obey 
the law ? Who compels them to violate it ? Rowland Hill 
used to say, ^' A swine may feed as cleanly as a sheep if it 
j^eases, but the disposition is wanting; it is pleased to 
waUow in the mire, and thus it will continue till its nature 
is changed." 

Our anther lays mueh stress on the distinction of God 
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as a Sovereign and as a Moral Governor, ^^ in one of 
which relations it may be competent for him to do what, 
in the other, would either be inexpedient or improper,^^ 
p. 100. However important this distinction may seem 
in the opinion of Dr Payne, it m not acknowledged in 
the word of God. God is one ; He roles the nations by his 
power, and does in the army of heaven and among the 
inhabitants of the earth, what seemeth good in his sight. 
He is carrying forward that wondrous plan by which his 
manifold wisdom shall be known by the Church to the prin- 
cipalities and powers in heavenly places. He is angry with 
the wicked every day ; He hateth all workers of iniquity ; 
He has appointed that men should once die, and after death 
the judgement. And what addition is made to our knowledge 
of God by dweUmg on the various characters which he sus- 
tains as a Moral Governor and a Sovereign, and haranguing 
about his ^^ public character,' and saying, we have a daim 
upon this in equity from God as a Moral Governor ; another 
thing he bestows in a different character? What does such 
arguing prove? What is it more than " words, words, 
words," calculated to puff us up with a show of wisdom. 
It is the shadow; not the substance of knowledge. 

In p. 136, We are told that *^ peace was made by the 
blood of the cross. God was reconciled to the world by the 
death of his Son ; reconciled even to those whose hearts are 
enmity against him." Is God indeed reconciled to the 
wicked ! Does He look with complacency on those of whom 
he says, ^^ their foot shall slide in due time," on ^' the vessels 
of wrath fitted to destruction," whom he endures " with 
much long suffering?'' This lussertion of Dr Payne ia the 
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more remarkable, from hU quoting a passage of Gilbert on 
the Atonement, admitting the soundness of the interpretatioB 
which refers the reconciliation described, 2 Cor. y. 19, 
^^ to a changed relation between God and the redeemed. " 
In this passage we are expressly taught, that theur trespasses 
are not imputed to the world, which God was in Christ 
reconcSing to himself, and the word of reconciliation is the 
&n by which the world, which was recondled to God, is 
distinguished from the world which lieth in wickedness. 
The former world are the sheep of Christ, *^ redeemed to 
God by his blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation." They therefore hear his voioe, they 
receive the reconciliation or Atonement, and he gives them 
eternal life; they shall never perish, nor shall any pluck 
them out of his hand. 

The great high priest made ^^ reconciliation for the sins 
of the people,*^ Heb. ii. 17, and ascended to the right hand 
of God to make intercession for thtoi. Dr Payne admits, 
that ^* the priesthood of Christ includes the sacrifice which 
he presented to God on earth, and the intercession which he 
carries on in heaven," p. 181. " The priesthood of Christ," 
he says, ^^ is a comprehensive phrase, descriptive of all that 
was done by him in reference to God himself, with a view 
to the healing of the breach." But according to his system, 
Christ acted as a priest to all mankind in offering the sac- 
rifice, and only to apart of mankind m making intercession, 
John xvii. 9. Is Christ then divided? 

P. 167, all the obstacles to the pardon of sin, we are told, 
** grew out of the rectoral character and relation of God to 
men. Personally considered, there was no rduotaiice in Mm 
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to pardon, but intenBe desire to do it/' Why then is this 
*■ *• intense desire^^ not gratified ? Was not Infinite Wisdom com- 
petent to gratify the desiro? Was it beyond the power of 
the Ahnighty to give to every sinner of mankind repentance 
unto life as he actually gives to his elect? The elect are 
naturally no better than others, — their hearts are no less hard. 
The power by which Christ was raised from the dead, which 
is exerted in the conversion of every believer, £ph. i. 19. 
20, was certainly snffident to quicken every child of Adam 
to whom, according to our author, God was reconciled by 
the death of his Son. Why then, considering the ^'intense 
desire" in the Divine mind to pardon the mna of all mankind 
for whom a sacrifice of infinite value had been offered, does 
God confine the gift of repentance unto life to a remnant, 
while he so intensely desires the salvation of all. Nay, how 
comes it that the Gospel — containing the revelation of the 
only name given under heaven whereby men can be saved, 
— ^is known only to a firagment of the human race ! It is 
idle to tell us God has not confined the Gospel ; that it is 
the fault of the Church. Let the Church be ever so faulty, 
it seems a very extraordinary feature of moral government, 
that the great bulk of mankind should perish eternally fi:om 
the sloth or foUy of a remnant, while He who ^^ worketh all 
things after the counsel of his own will,*' has ^' an intense de- 
sire" for their salvation. When we attempt to esqdain God's 
dealings by our own shallow reasonings, we uniformly in- 
volve ourselves in greater difficnlties than those we sou^t 
to escape. In every age, men professing themselves wise 
have become fools, and thus has revelatioa been corrupted 
from the begkuung, Bom. i. 21. 
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P. 226. We are told the Gospel may be compared to a 
medicine, and sajB our author, ^^ had it been the purpose 
of Jehovah to render it effectual universallj, what could have 
prevented the perfect restoration to health of eveiy indivi- 
dual of the human family ?" But all had an insuperable 
dislike to the medicine, so that none could be cured but those 
*^ from whose minds Jehovah determined to remove that 
dislike, which would lead to its rejection.'^ Now, surely if 
God had an ^^ intense desire^' to cure the whole human 
family, he would have removed the dislike not from a few, 
but from all ; more espedaUy as the Atonement made for all 
had removed every obstacle, with the exception of disHke of 
the medicine. But m fact, only a small proportion of the 
diseased ever hear of the medidne. 

Our author admits, that Christ did not die with the *^ in- 
tention^' of rendering his Atonement the means of salvation 
to all men, else all men must be saved. What difficulty 
then is got rid of by universal Atonement ? It throws the 
responsibility of rejecting it on the sinner. Who denies this ? 
Pardon through faith in the blood of Christ is proclaimed to 
all who hear the Gospel, and by the power of the Holy 
Ghost, faith is produced in those for whom the Atonement 
was made. In other words, those who were chosen in Christ 
from everlasting are made willing in the day of his power. 
Here, while rejection of the Grospel proves the desperate 
^dckedness of the heart of fallen man, and the awftd con- 
sequences of the sin of Adam, which utterly corrupted all his 
posterity and filled them with enmity against God, — enmity 
implacable, which his almighty power alone is competent to 
subdue — His sovereign gi*ace is exhibited in plucking an in- 
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numerable multitude as brands from the burning, and atthe 
game time pladng in the strongest light both his justice and 
mercy which appeared irreconcilable, thus proclaiming to 
the universe that with God all things are possible. 

In exact correspondence with this, Christ will say to those 
whom he is not ashamed to call brethren, " Come, ye blessed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the 
foundation of the world, " while he will say to others " Depart, 
from me," and will prove the propriety of the sentence by the 
fruits of righteousness produced by those who had been 
graffed into the good olive tree, and the wickedness of those 
whom he gave up to their own hearts^ lust. 

P. 175. We are told Christ was " treated as if he had 
been the sinner," and that he ^^ died the death of the sin- 
ner." Here is another singular feature of moral govern- 
ment — a righteous person is treated as the sinner, and dies 
the death of the sinner. Is God's judgement then not ac- 
cording to truth? " Who ever perished being iimocent, or 
when were the righteous cut off?" Job iv. 7. Is there im- 
righteousness with God ? Does he condemn the just, and 
justify the wicked ! It must be so, if Christ suffered the 
consequences, without the imputation of the guilt, of sin. 
But He who knew no sin was made sin for us, that we might 
be made the righteousness of <jrod in him. In this wonder- 
frd transaction are hid all the treasures of wisdom and know- 
ledge. Into this manifestation of the wisdom and power of 
God the angels desire to look. This is the mystery of the 
creation and fall of mankind in Adam. Here we see the 
love of Chcist which passeth knowledge ; the Lord laid on 
him the iniquity of us all. But according to Drs Payne 
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Wardlaw, and Jenkyn, this amazing plan is Mttered down to 
the ** expedient" of the suffering of an innocent person, and 
the justification of a mnltitade who have drank up iniquitj 
as the ox drinketh up water, and who having once been 
guilty, can never cease to be so. 

I may here observe, that our author's views of the impu- 
tation of sin are most unscriptnral, and derogatory to the 
Divine character. He asserts that bearing on means only 
bearing its consequences, not its guilt. 

This is direcdy opposed to the doctrine of the Word of God. 
It is not by arbitrary imputation that Adam's sin becomes 
ours, or that our sins become Christ's, or Christ's righteous- 
ness ours. Adam's sin and Christ's righteousness must have 
been ours, before it was imputed by Him that judgeth right- 
eously. We were all one with Adam, in virtue of the con- 
stitution which it pleased God to give to the human race. 
Hence we existed in him, and were responsible for his dis- 
obedience. So Christ's righteousness belongs to his people, 
on account of his voluntary union with them, and consequent 
substitution in thdr place. God imputes to us Adam's guilt, 
because we were really guilty in Adam ; and it is because 
Christ's people are righteous in him, that God justifies them, 
and treats them as righteous ; else there would be unright- 
eousness with God. In both cases, unity is the ground of im- 
putation. When a just judge charges a prisoner with guilt, 
and condemns him to punishment, he does not make him 
guilty, but finds him so, and punishes him for his crime. 
So it is with Him who is ^' most just." He does not im- 
pute Adam's sin to his posterity, and thus make it ours, 
but He finds Adam's guilt upon us, and therefore imputes or 
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{daces it to oar account. €k)d does not reckon an or 
rigltteonfiness onrs, till it is actoaQy ours. It is asked, 
How can we be answerable for Adam^s sin, which was com- 
mitted ages before we were bom? The answer is, " Thus 
it is written.'' God declares the fact, and who shall pre- 
sume to reply. He is a God of truth and without iniquity, 
just and right is He. We know little of his procedure ; 
his way is in the sea, and his path in the great waters, and 
his footsteps are not known ; but the day of the revelation of 
the righteous judgement of God is approaching, when we 
shall no longer see through a glass darkly, but face to face. 

It must be admitted that our bodies spring from Adam, 
and that the seeds of disease and death are thus commu- 
nicated from generation to generation. Such is the fact ; 
but human wisdom cannot comprehend it. So in the matter 
of original sin, there is nothing inconsistent with reason, 
although we cannot explain it. Adam was the natural root 
of all his posterity ; this is undeniable ; why may he not 
equally be the moral and legal head of his posterity? When 
be dnned he felt himself naked ; a change had evidently 
passed on his body ; and we are bom in his fallen image, 
in his likeness, and it is still more evident that our 
hearts are conmpt. We were then in Adam not only 
seminally, but morally. There is a transmission of mind 
as well as^ of body. The whole is a mysteiy; we cannot 
fathom it; our only safety consists in adhering to the 
Scriptures of troth ; and to leam both by what God has 
concealed, and by what He has revealed, that we are of 
yesterday, and know nothing, 

?• 177.-^Oar author suj^ses that the awful and affecting 
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view of the evil of sin which the Lord had upon the crofls, 
in addition to his deep sense of shame, and his acute bodilj 
sufferings, constituted the intervening doud which hid from 
him his Father^s face. But why was the Lord so affected 
with the evil of sin, if it was not laid upon him ? How 
comes he to say that his iniquities had taken hold on him ? 
so that he could not look up, that they were more in num- 
ber than the hairs of his head, therefore his strength failed 
him, Ps. xl. 12 ; again, *' God, thou knowest my foolish- 
ness ; and my sins are not hid from thee," Ps. Ixix. 5. 
Thus did the seed of the woman, the Son of Man, restoro 
that which he took not away. Here we see the weaving 
of that spotless web, in which all whom he is not ashamed 
to call brethren shall stand before Him who is of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity, and who cannot look upon sin. 

P. 181, at the conclusion of the lecture, Dr Payne speaks 
more scripturally ; he tells us His agony on the cross resulted 
" from the burden of our guilt which rested upon him.** 
This is something more than bearing the consequence of 
our sin. Bearing iniquity, no doubt, includes punishment ; 
but not independently of guilt. Under God's most righteous 
government, guilt and punishment are inseparable, although 
the latter may not be speedily inflicted. Here I presume, 
is one point of difference between Dr Payne and those who 
hold the particularity of the Atonement. By our guilt he 
means that of all mankind, while they consider it to refer to 
the guilt of God's people. Is. liii. 8. If the guilt of all were 
laid on him, and if his sufferings were expiatory, then thb 

GUILT OF ALL IS CANCELLED, OR THE EXPIATION WAA 
INADEQUATE. 
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P. 193. — Speaking of the sacrifice of the sin-offering on 
the great day of atonement, our author jostly observes that 
there was a ^^ symbolical transference of the guilt of the 
transgressor to the victim." Sm^ly then, the symbol was 
Ailfilled in the sacrifice of Christ ; for the Jewish sacrifices 
served '* mito the example and shadow of heavenly things." 
If there was a symbolical transference of the guilt of Israel 
according to the flesh on the great day of atonement, when 
the high-priest laid his hands on the head of the scapegoat, 
confessing the sins of the people ; there must have been a real 
transference of the guilt of the true Israel, when Jesus hung 
apon the cross. The Gentiles had no concern with the 
Jewish expiation. The names of the twelve tribes, not of 
the Gentile nations, were inscribed on the breastplate of the 
high-priest. The sacrifice was for Israel alone, and the truth 
of the figure consists in the type being fulfilled in that sacri- 
fice by which all the true Israel are justified. 

P. 198. — ^We are told " the load of our guilt sank him to 
the dust of death. How then could he have risen again, 
had not that guilt been cancelled by his death ?" Again it 
is asked, " Would he have given the sinner's Surety this fiill 
and complete discharge, if the Surety had not paid the sin- 
ner's debt." Certainly not ; but Christ is the Surety of the 
new covenant, Heb. vii. 22, and consequently, only of the 
children of that covenant. But if Christ were the Surety of 
all men, all received a discharge in his resurrection, and thus 
universal Atonement conducts us to its necessary consumma- 
tion, universal salvation ; for Christ was raised for the justi- 
fication of all those for whose offences he was deUvered, 
fibm. iv. 26. Be they few or many, they were justified by 
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hia blood, and much more shall be saved from wrath through 
him. ^^ If when we were enemies, we were reconciled to 
God bj the death of his Son, mnch more being reoondled, 
we shall be saved by his life," Rom. v. 10. If there were 
not another explicit declaration in Scriptnre, this would be 
condnsive in proof of the Atonement-having been made onlj 
for the heirs of salvation. Those for whom the death of the 
Son of God was an Atonement or reconciliation shaU much 
MORE be saved through his life, for he is at the right hand 
of God, making intercession for them, and the Father heareth 
him always. If he paid the debt of all, — ^if the guilt of all 
be cancelled by his death, whence proceeds men's innate and 
utter depravity ? It is the brand of uncancelled guilt. 

P. 203. — " I presume," says our author, " none will 
venture to say that when Grod gave his law to mankind, he 
did not intend it to be obeyed." If this refer to tlie law 
given in paradise, I must decline answering the question ; 
it is too high for me. What God thinketh in his heart, that 
he does. One thing is certain, while God is not tempted «f 
evil, ndther tempteth he any man, he did not intend that 
man should continue in innocence ; Adam was the figure of 
Christ, in whom provision was made before the foundation 
of the world for the eternal redemption of those of whom he 
is the head. If Dr Payne refer to the law delivered to fallen ^ 
man, it was '•*' added because of transgression," — *^ that the 
offe^ice might abound," — ^that ^^ sin by the commandment, 
might become exceeding sinfol," ^^ that every mouth might 
be stopped." It was however obeyed in all its extent by the 
Lord Jesus, who also endured its curse for the deliverance of 
his people, and consequently is to them the end of the law. 
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80 that the righteousness of the law is fulfilled in them, Rom. 
Tm. 4. 

P. 207. — We are told the Atonement, strictly speaking, 
^* was not made for one man, or for all men ; it was to God 
for sin, that is, on account of sin." Then it was made for an 
abstraction, or perhaps for the sin of the rebel angels, and Dr 
Wardlaw^s thousand rebel worlds. But the Scripture teaches 
that it was made for sinners of manldnd, that through it God 
might gather together in one the children of God who were 
scattered abroad, John xi. 52. It is probably to guard us 
against viewing the Atonement in an abstract form, that 
while Christ is said to be *^ made sin," to *^ put away sin," 
he is said to suffer for ^^ «in9," 1 Pet. iii. 18^ 1 John ii. 2 ; 
to make reconciliation for sins^ Heb. ii. 17 ; x. 12, &c. 

P. 208. — ^I am not careful to vindicate the consistency of 
the exhortations and threatenings addressed to mankind, 
and I have very little anxiety about justifying the propriety 
of all being invited to receive salvation, while the atonement 
was made only for a part of mankind.* I have observed 
in the preceding pages, that, while the Scripture declares that 
the death of Christ wiH be found amply sufficient for all who 
come to him, we never read of an indefinite sufficiency, 
which is so much insisted on by the advocates of universal 
Atonement. But the Apostle solves Dr Payne's difficulty, 
when he says, " I endure all things for the elect's sakes, 
that they may also obtain the salvation which is in Christ 
Jesus with eternal glory." All who come under the sound 

* Not that there is the slightest difficulty in reconcillDg the general 
proelamation of the Qospel with partieular Atonement. Bat although 
I eould gire no explanation of the oontiatency of the two, I wovld 
hold both apon God's aathority. 
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of the Grospel are freely invited, warned, and encouraged to 
flee from the wrath to come. None who come to Christ 
shall be rejected ; bat none do come, except die Father draw 
them. AU others reject the connsel of God against them- 
selyes. I know this proceeds fit>m moral, not physical 
inability, but it is not the less real, so that since the world 
began, no man ever did receive the love of the truth, or will 
receive it in fritnre, but by the power of the Holy Ghost. 
The bones are very dry, and can only be quickened by the 
Spirit, communicated by the distinguishing love of €rod to 
*' the vessels of mercy which he had afore prepared unto glory, 
even those whom he hath called not of the Jews only, but 
also of the Gentiles."* As to the question of the consisten- 
cy of God's sovereignty and man^s responsibility, I am fiilly 
satisfied with knowing that both are true, but I am not 
called to reconcile them. This is a part of '^ the wisdom 
of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom whidi God 
ordainedHbefore the world to our glory.*' 

P. 211. — ^The Gospel, it is said, "is the instrument of 
moral government to all." Yet only a fragment of the 
human race ever heard the Gospel. Our author is shocked 
at the supposition that the design of the Gospel is " to se- 
cure the intentions of Sovereign mercy to the elected members 
of the human femily," and with great irreverence observes, 
that in this case he bears " to the non-elect, rather the re- 

« Dr Payne tells us that the first spiritual perceptions of the truth 
are the result of Divine influence " p. 358; that " Divine revelation is 
never understood and received as the record of God without Divine in- 
fluence," p. 362 ; that *' the mind in its natural state is morallj inca- 
pable of taking just vievrs of spiritual things," p. 365. Dr Wardlavr 
holds that the v? ork of the Spirit on the heart is as necessary to salvatioik 
as the work of Christ 
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lation of executioner than of judge or governor." This pro- 
eeeds upon the supposition which lies at the foundation of 
his system, that mankind had a claim upon God for the 
means of recovery. If so, salvation, or the means of salva- 
tion, is not of grace but of debt. The rebel angels had no 
means of returning to God s^orded them; and why then 
should they be afforded to fallen man ? If it be alleged, 
that while mankind fell in Adam, the angels fell individually, 
I reply, this is not in the record, and cannot be substantiated. 
If man had no claim upon God, who describes himself as 
having mercy on whom he will have mercy, then the sal- 
vation of the elect is purely of grace. They are redeemed 
with the precious blood of Christ from their former vain 
conversation. He declares that for their sakes he sanctifies 
himself, that they may be sanctified through the truth. He 
was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was 
manifested in these last times for those who by him do 
believe in God that raised him from the dead, and gave 
him glory, that their faith and hope might be in God, 1 Pet. 
i. 20, 21. Hence we have seen that the Apostie endured 
all things for the elect's sake. What relation, in our author's 
view, does God bear to those who sin without law, and 
perish without law ? We are taught that all things are for 
the elect's sake, 2 Cor. iv. 15. ^^ All things are yotu^, 
whether Paul, Apollos, or Cephas — all are yours — and ye 
are Christ's, and Christ is God's," 1 Cor. in. 21. From the 
day of his ascension, the Lord has been gathering in his re- 
deemed in the way most conducive to his own gloiy and 
thdr happiness. 
We are told ^' it is imperative upon us to believe that 
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afUr the M Jehovah set open the door of meroy not to 
some men merelj, but to all men." Wh^ice, then, has it 
been shut ever since men began to multiply upon the earth, 
upon the far greater part of the human race ? One might sup- 
pose if it were incumbent on God to open the doorf it most 
be equally incumbent to keep it open, which is fiir kom 
being the case. Very few are &voured with the light of 
revelation. In point of fact, men^s state of probatKn, 
*^ strictly speaking," is past ; judgement has come upon all 
to condemnation, and had God dealt with the human race 
as he did with the rebel angels, his judgem^t would have 
been according to truth. This, and this alone solves the 
ififficulty, by which so many are perplexed. No child of 
Adam had any claim upon God ; the Gospel is the word 
of his grace. Had one sinner been saved, it would have besD 
an act of pure grace ; but a multitude which no man shall bt 
able to number were diosen in Christ before the woild was, 
and shall obtain the salvation whidi is in Chiist Jeans witii 
eternal gloxy. In tiiie salvation of the redeemed Qod doas 
no man wrong, he does what he will with his own. 

In r^ly to the question, " How can we so &r libd the 
Great £temal as to suppose that he invites sinn^ns to leave 
their prison, and will condemn them hereafter for not doing 
it, if he has not set open the doors to permit their escape ?*' 
I ask, in my turn. Is it a libel to hold that God says res* 
pecting his most holy law, the man that doeth these thinga 
shall live in them ; and, at the same time, informs us that 
by the deeds of the law no flesh living shall be justified ? 
It may be said the law is our schoolmaster to bring us to 
Christ, but comparatively few have an opportuni^ of 
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liearing tiie name of Christ, and the fiuth which is eflBential 
to salTati<Hi oometh by hearing. 

Page 216. — Our anthor asks, " Did not Christ oommand 
the Chnrch to cany the Gospel into the whole worid, and to 
preadi it to eveiy creature?" He then quotes an observa- 
tion of mine, that the Chnroh never had the power to do 
this. '^ That is," he adds, '^ Christ enjoined the Church to 
do what is impossible." Sofily, Dr Payne ! Christ limited no 
period, and I have no doobt the commandment will yet be 
obeyed in all its extent. He tells us, ^* If many nien are 
destitute of the revelation of this propitiation, that is the 
fiult of the Church." This is poor comfort to those who 
perish. The man who can get over the difficulty of Christ 
being ^* the propitiation for the sins of every man in the 
worid ;" that he has ^* reoondled God (God himself,) to 
the worid," and has an " intense desire" for the salvation 
of all men ; and yet that the greater part of tiie world perish 
through *Hhe fault of the Church," may easily overstep 
the difficulty of a limited Atonement, and a general invitation 
to turn to God. 

Does Dr Payne mean to affirm that, in the New Testament, 
the world always signifies the whole race of mankind? I 
have referred to many passages in which it cannot have this 
meaning. Why then does he lay so much stress on John 
iiL 16. The world, in this passage, evidentiy means men 
«f all nations, Jews and Gentiles ; and I have shown that it 
waa not only necessary for our Lord to teach the Jewish 
mler that a new birth was an essential requisite for every 
avibject of the kingdom of God which he had announced, but 
&at, in this kingdom, there was to be neitiier Jew nor 
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Greek. The original promise to Abraham was, that, in him, 
all the families of the earth shonld be blessed ;* but the 
favonr of God had been so long confined to Israel, that they 
entirely lost sight of His purposes of mercy to the Gentiles. 
The Lord, in his discourse with Nicodemus, also referred 
to the brazen serpent, and explained the mystery of that 
transaction, declaring that whosoever believed shonld not 
perish but have eternal life. Had the Lord stopped here, 
Nicodemus would infallibly have confined the wJiosoever to^e 
Jews, to prevent which, the Lord added, " for God so loved 
the world ; and in connexion with this, again repeated that 
** whosoever believeth, which necessarQy indnded not the 
Jews only, but also the Gentiles, Rom. iv. 11, 16. Keferring 
to my observations on Dr Wardlaw, Dr Payne charges me with 
forgetting that I am not a judge, but a counsel. Have I 
pretended to be a judge ? I have stated, with all confidence, 
what I am fully convinced is the doctrine of the Word of 
God on the subject, but I have claimed no authority to 
decide this or any other controversy. I have stated my 
reasons for the view I take of the passage, which I consider 
unanswerable. I ask no man to walk by my light, but I 
am fiilly persuaded in my own mind. I neither unchristianize 
Dr Wardlaw nor any other man for differing fi*om the view 
I take of the passage, but I have not the smallest doubt of 
his being in error on this subject. There is a considerable 
difference between the manner in which we hold truth and 
error. We may be strongly convinced of what we find 



« DoeB Dr Payne understand this passage as including every famU^ 
upon earth ? If so, has every family received the blessing ? 
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ahearwaids to be oompletelj wrong. Like Saul of TarsoB, 
we may verily think with ourselves that we ought to do what is 
improper, or we may conscientiously defend a sentiment which 
we afterwards discover to be ent)neous ; but when our mind 
gets hold of the truth on any particular subject on which we 
had been misled, we have a degree of confidence which we 
did not previously possess, however strong the language we 
may have made use of. Few, ^^e apprehend, who are in 
the habit of attending to the workings of the human mind, 
will call in question the justness of this observation. 

218. — It is said to be as necessary for me '^ to limit the 
words Jews and Gentiles as the term worlds Doubtless it is, 
and this is done by the words * ' whosoever believeth. " If our 
author will again peruse the preceding pages, he will find va- 
rious instances of such limitation ; for instance, ^^ salvation is 
come unto the Gentiles," Rom. xi. 11. '•'' The salvation of 
God is sent to the Gentiles, and they will hear it," Acts 
xxviii. 28. ^^ Is he the God of the Jews only ? is he not 
also of the Gentiles ? Yes, of the Gentiles also : Seeing it 
is one God which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and 
nnciicnmcision through faith," Rom. iii. 29, 30. And if in 
these and similar passages, the term Gentiles may and must 
be limited, why not the term world f It is asked by what 
authority I limit the terms ? I reply, by the authority of 
many positive declarations of the Word of God, the general 
style of Scripture, and the matter of fact that God hajs hither- 
to given only to a small part of mankind the means of sal- 
vation. 

Our author objects to the expression ** the whole world," 
1 John ii. 2, being understood as referring to the Gentfles, 
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and addnoes a singalar argument in oppofiition to this inter- 
Iiretation. He says, ** the admonition — ' little chfldren, 
keep yoorodves from idols,*— decidedly proves, that if not in- 
tended principally for converted heathen, it was not addressed 
exdnsiYelj to converted Jews ; for the Jews, after the Ba- 
byl<Mi]sh captivity were not prone to worship idols/* On this 
I observe, Ist, When Paul went to Jerosalem, Peter, James, 
and John agreed that he should go to the heathen, and thej 
to the circumdsion. Gal. ii. 9. And, therefore, while the 
einstles of these emment servants of God were intended to 
edify believers in every age and country, we cannot doubt 
that they were primarily designed for believing Jews. 
The EpisUes of Peter and James are expressly addressed 
to them, and although John's First Epistle is not so 
addressed, yet as he was an Apostle of the circumdsion, 
there is every reason to believe it was especially in- 
tended for them. 2dly, As to the Jews not being prone to 
w(M^p idols, the Apostle's object in the passage ** little 
ohUdren, keep yourselves fipom idols," is to show that all are 
idolaters who do not worship the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ ; just as he says, ^' whosoever denieth 
the Son hath not the Father," 1 John ii. 23 ; which exactly 
eonesponds with our Lord's declaration to the Jews, ^* It is 
my Father which honoureth me ; of whom ye say that he is 
your God ; yet ye have not known him," John viii. 54, 55. 
Were these Jews keeping themselves from idols ? Tet this 
took place after the ^^ Babylonish captivity I" 3d, TheApo»^ 
tie Paul writing to the Romans, among whom were both 
Jews and Gentiles, says, ^^ What shall we then say that 
Abraham, our father as pertainiug to the flesh, hath found ?" 
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Rom. iv. 1. And again, when reproving Peter before 
aQ the brethren — oonsisting chiefljr of Gentiles, as is eyid^t 
from Gal. iv. 8 — he said, " we who are Jews hj nature, 
and not sinners of the Gentiles, knowing that a man is not 
justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesos 
Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might 
be justified by the fiuth of Christ, and not by the works of 
the law," Gal. ii. 16. Why then should we doubt, that 
one of the ApostJes of the circumcision should particularly 
refer to Christ being a propitiation for the sins of the whole 
world, whether Jews or Gentiles, Rev. v. 9. We have 
already quoted a passage of John's Gospel, in which he in- 
forms us that the object of the death of Christ was to gather 
into one the children of God that were scattered abroad, 
John xi. 52. As to 1 John v. 19, the whole world cannot 
be understood universally, for it is contrasted with Christ's 
tittle flock. 

P. ?20. — ^I had noticed the impropriety of rendering the 
same verb in the same tense difierently, in the two danses 
of 2 Cor. V. 14, and said that it ought to have been ren- 
dered, " if one died for all, then all died." Dr Payne ob- 
serves, ** however true it may be, that believers died in 
CSbrist,* it clearly does not appear to be the truth of the 
text." How does this appear? I deny, that ** it is at va- 
riance with the context, and with the object and bearing of 
the whole statement." This is mere assertion, without the 
shadow of proof. I affirm that it exactly corresponds with 

* Does our author hold that all mankind died in Christ ? This must 
laeritably follow if he died for all. Dr Payne admits that belierera 
thus died, so that in fact he gives up his argument, for the wages of sia 
is dsath, aad he that is dead iB/u$tified from sin, Rom. ▼!. 7. 
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the object which the Apostle had in view. We are UAd 
^^ •«'i^«Mf may be rendered all had died^ Well, let atri- 
imnv be rendered if one had died, and I have no ot^er ob- 
jection to the rendering, than that it is going out of the 
way to procure a worse translation ; the sense is the same. 

P. 221. — ^Referring to the general expressions, " the 
world," and ^^ all men," we are told, that the mode adopted 
to restrict them '•'• would equally explain and equally justify 
the assertions, that God elected the world, and that he jus- 
tifies all men. Yet it is very observable, that no language 
at all approximating to this, is to be found in the New Tes- 
tament." In reply, I refer to that passage in the Old Tes • 
tament, that all the families of the earth should be blessed 
in Abraham. I refer to 1 Cor. xv. 22. ^^ For as in Adam 
all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive." This 
does not treat of the resurrection of the just and unjust ; for, 
1st, Nothing is said in this chapter of the resurrection of the 
wicked. 2dly, The wicked are never said to be *^ made 
alive." And, 3dly, The expression is explained in the suc- 
ceeding verse. " But every man in his own order : Christ 
the first-fruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his 
coming/' Here the expression all shall be made alive, is ex- 
plained by those that are Christ s, Agaui in Rom. v. 15, we 
read oithe many being dead, and ^' the grace of God and the 
gift by grace having abounded to the many, ver. 18. 
Judgement came upon all men to condemnation, and the 
free gift came upon all men to justification, ver. 19. Th€ 
many were made sinners and the many shall be made right- 
eous. In fact, as I have observed, the plea of universal 
salvation may be more plausibly urged fix)m this passage. 
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than that of uniyersal Atonement from the passages usnaHj 
qaoted in defence of the system. 

What does Dr Payne think of the Apostle's assertion, that 
the Gospel is come unto all the world, Col. i. 6, is preached 
to every creature under heaven, Col. i. 23, and of the 
Apostle teaching every man that he may present every man 
perfect in Christ Jesus, ver. 22. .These and many other ex- 
pressions must be limited, precisely as the expressions re- 
specting the Atonement, in order to maintain the harmony 
of the Word of God. 

223.— rWe are told, ^^ Calvin taught that all men may be 
saved on their faith and repentance." Yes, but Calvin knew 
that both faith and repentance are the gift of God. Dr 
Wardlaw indeed tells us, that Christ being exalted to give 
repentance, means his giving the means of repentance. This 
corresponds with the following passage of Bishop Tomline, 
quoted, with disapprobation, by Dr Payne, p. 68.* " Those 
who are blessed with the glorious light of the Gospel, 
according to the scheme of Divine Providence, may be said 
to be predestinated to life, because they enjoy the means of 
salvation." ^^ Those whom God hath chosen in Christ out 
of mankind, are that part of mankind to whom God has 
decreed to make known the Gospel ; and consequently, to 
bring them by Christ to everlasting salvation, does not mean 
actually saving them, but granting them the means of sal- 
vation through Jesus Christ." Here we may observe that 
the bishop, however erroneous, does not attempt, like Dr 



* Our author^coDsidera the bishop to be a faithful expositor of 
Pelagian ism. 
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Pajiie, to get rid of the difficolfy of the Gospel haying oaXj 
reached a small part of mankind hj laying the blame on the 
Church ; he traces it to its true sonrce, Divine ProYidenoe. 
The Church has been much to blame ; but in regard to the 
spread of the Gospel, it has done *^ what God^s hand and 
his oonnsel determined before to be done," Acts iy. 28. And 
the limited diffusion of the Gospel remains an irrefragable 
proof that Christ laid down his life for his sheep, who shall 
an hear his yoice, and shall, without exception, enjoy eternal 
life. The ransom was too costly to £ul of its accomplishment ; 
God ** purchased the Church with his own blood ;" Christ 
loyed the Church, and gaye himself for it, £ph. v. 25. 

Neither the bishop nor Dr Wardlaw, howeyer, teach the 
Scripture doctrine either of predestination or of repentance. 
The Scripture tells us, that Christ not only bestows the 
means, but the blessing of repentance ; and how is this 
accomplished ? Repentance is beautifully described by the 
prophets. ^^ I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself 
thus : Thou hast chastised me, and I was chastised, as a 
bullock unaccustomed to the yoke: Turn thou me, and 
I shall be turned ; for Thou art the Lord my God. Surely 
after that I was turned, I repented ; and after that I was 
iostruoted, I smote upon my thigh : I was ashamed, yea, 
eyen confounded, because I did bear the reproach of my 
youth," Jer. xxxi. 18, 19. *^ And I will establish my 
coyenant with thee ; and thou shalt know that I am the 
Lord: That thou mayest remember, and be confounded, 
and never open thy mouth any more because of thy shame, 
when I am pacified toward thee for all that thou hast done, 
saith the Lord <God," £aek* orri, 02^ 0^. ] Xhos Oh^t gives 
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hifi people repentance hy manifesting himself to them as he 
doth not to the world. He gives them knowledge of 
salvation by the remission of their sins, Luke i. 77, and 
thus melts their hard hearts. 

The Apostle says, the servant of the Lord must not 
strive, but in meekness instruct those that oppose themselves ; 
if God peradventure will give them repentance to the 
acknowledging of the truth, 2 Tim. ii. 25. The Apostle is 
not here speaking of the means, but of the grace of repent- 
ance. The persons referred to already possessed the means. 

Who ever said the Atonement was not, in itself, sufficient 
to secure the salvation of all mankind? I have expressly 
stated, that had it been God^s purpose to save all mankind 
by the blood of the cross, no further suffering, on the part 
of the Surety of the new covenant, would have been required. 
After admitting that it >vas not God's ^^ intention" to save 
all by the Atonement, our author gets lid of no difficulty. The 
children of God are created anew, and this must be the act of 
the Creator.* The ample question is, For whom did Christ 
undertake? The Scripture says, for his brethren the seed of 
the woman, as distinguished from the seed of the serpent. 
Their knowledge of him is ascribed to his having known 
'them. Gal. iv. 9. Phil. iii. 12. Be says of them, " They 
shall hear my voice," which is lifted up in the hearing of 
many whom he never knew, and who, consequently, despise 
all his counsel, and will have none of his reproof. They are 
verily guilty ; their blood is upon their own head ; their re- 
jection of the Gospel proceeds from love of darkness and 

* Our ftttthor nuuntetnt that " There must be an immediate, how- 
eTer ineiqilicable, operation of the Spirit of God upon the mind, called 
in Scripture, opening the heart, Ac. before there can be a spiritual 
diecemment of the thing* of the Spirit of God,*' 866. 

C 
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hatred «f the Kght, and, in their doom, the elect, for whose 
good all thmgB work together, see the boundless riches of 
that graee which alone made them to differ. At the same 
time, we learn, that the rejection of Christ was not requisite 
for the condemnation of fallen man, for millions never hear 
the joyful sound. The proportion of those fevoured with 
the Gospel is comparatively small, and thus, by many not 
being called, we have an illustration of the fact, that the little 
flock of Christ are chosen from the many who are called. The 
rejection of the Gospel by multitudes, is the proof of theu- un- 
cancelled guilt, of their bemg under the curse ; of the wrath 
of God abiding on them. We read of a prophet saying to the 
king of Israel, " I know that God hath determined to destroy 
thee, because thou hast done this, and hast not hearkened 
unto my counsel." So, if the Gospel be hid, it is hid to them 
tliat are lost. 

P. 288. — " To justify an individual when God is the jus- 
tififer," says our author, " is not then to pronounce him 
innocent, or righteous, since no men are really so ; nor by 
any conceivable process whatever, can they be made actually 
so ; but it is either to count him righteous, that is, to treat 
him " as if he were righteous, or, to declare that the Divine 
government will so treat*him." Does God then justify the 
wicked? A man must either be righteous or guilty ; and the 
government which does not treat him according to his real 
character is not a just government. The Gospel is the reve- 
lation of God's righteousness ; that everlastmg righteousness 
brought in by Christ, the second Adam, in which all the 
seed of Abraham shall be justified, and shall gloty. In the 
first Adam, all his p6sterity were ihadfe sinners, and, conse- 
quentlri condemned. ' "the children of the se^nd Adam 
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are all made righteous, and, oonsei^entlj, justified. All 
siimed in Adam's sin ; the seed of the woman are all justi- 
fied in Christ s righteousness. Dr Payne may ask, ^^ Hovr 
can these things be ?^' I reply, so they are ; the word of 
God plainly asserts it, — ^the utter depravity o£ mankind, who 
go astray firom the womb, speaking lies, and in whom 
dwelleth no good thing ; together with the sufierings and 
death of infants, demonstrate that such is the case. 

If to justify be merely to treat a person as if he were 
righteous, how comes the Apostle to say, '•^ Who shall lay any 
thing to the charge of God^s elect f^ There is no condenma- 
tion for a pardoned criminal, but he cannot allege that no- 
thing can be laid to his charge. The belieyer is '^ complete 
in Christ," Col. ii. 10. He is for ever perfected^ Heb. x. 
14. In him *' the righteousness of the law is fulfilled," Rom. 
viii. 4. Christ bore his sin, was made sin for him, and he 
is made the righteousness of God in Hun. This is the *^ pro- 
cess" by which the sinner is made righteous. Our author 
stumbles at this statement ; he cannot conceive how it can 
be : it is beyond his philosophy. But has he never read 
that it was the purpose of God to stain the pride of all hu- 
man gloiy ; and that the price of wisdom is to become a fool. 

Page 234. — He quotes Mr Fuller, who says, "justification 
is our standing acquitted by the revealed will of God, de* 
dared in the Gospel. As the wrath of God is revealed fi^m 
heaven in the curses of tlie law ; so the righteousness of 
God is revealed" — " in the declarations of the Gospel. It is 
in the revelflition of God, in His Word, that the sentence 
both of condeihnation and justification consists. Ho whom 
the Scriptj^res, bless if bles^d ; and he whom they curse is 
cursed." , ^8,^the.i5entei^ci^in,^he reveal^wJU of God a dead 
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letter? tdod will U aofc be carried into execodon? Moat cer- 
isisXy be whom the Soiiptures Uess is blessed ; and he whom 
thfty. curse is ouised. The former shall inherit the bless* 
ing, ,aad the latter endure the curse. Again, is not tlte 
'Seirtence both of condemnation and justification according 
to truU) and justice ? Are any, excepting the guilty, con- 
depm^^? Are any, excepting the righteous, justified ^*in 
the. revelaitipn cf the mind of God in his word ?" Certainly 
Qod never accounts any one what he is not in reality, for 
He. ia.th^ God of truth.* 

Page 235. — Our author objects to the definition of justifi- 
cation in the Assembly's Catechism, of which, by the way, 
he doies not give a correct account, for it does not 4esGribe 
the ^^ justified man, ' as being ^' set fipee fipom the punish- 
ment due to his sins, and that he is treated as if he were a 
ri^titeous man," The simple-minded men who drew up. the 
Cateohism supposed, that when God pardoneth all the sins 
of belieyea^, *^ accepteth and accounteth their persons right- 
eous in his sight," they were truly righteous, because He 
judgeth righteous judgement. But, according to Dr Payne, 
justification is not ^^ an act of God," because this would 
^ ^ force upon us the inquiries, — When did this aot take place ? 
In time or in eternity ? WJiere did it take place ? In 
heaven or on earth ?" I reply, like every other act of God, 
it was in His eternal purpose ; and, like the act of creation, 
.was carried out in time. We may as well talk of eternal 
resurrection, as of eternal justification. Both were hid in 
Crpd ; botii were equally certain, Apoording to God's eter- 
nal .purpf^, C^t died in ^ faln^ of time fixr. the sins of 

* "^ei« ttito gutgibt retort lUffyiUintrAted in R. KaMaoe's Commenterj 
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hia peoplCfand was raised for their justiicatioii. Hi)^ reamtec- 
tion was the jnstificatioiiof his body the Church; bat the tatm- 
bers of this body are known only to him ; they are numifissl^ 
in their sacoessiTe generations, by God giving them repentanee 
to the acknowledgement of the trath, 2 Tim. ii. 25. Their 
rehition to the Shepherd is proved by thdor hearmg'hisvtAoe ; 
by his taking np his abode in them, and dwel^g itt' their 
hearts by faith. They are, therefore, deserSjed as being 
justified by faith; just as the lame and the bKnd were 
healed by faith in the days of Christ's flesh. They were 
healed by his power, but this power was exerted through 
faith ; in other words, on those who believed. 

Page 281. — "All men," we are told, "have an interest 
in the Atonement, which is not granted to fhHen angels ; 
inasmudi as the latter could not be saved if they wotdd — 
the former might be so." But what if none will^ unless 
tiiey are made wUHng in the day of his power? **1Vhat 
interest have those in the Atonement who sin and perish 
without law, and never hear of the Atonement ?" Thxd class, 
for six thousand years, has comprised the far greater part 
of mankind. " He showeth his word unto Jacob ; His 
statutes and his judgements unto Israel. He hath not dealt 
so with any nation." Psal. cxlvii. 19, 20. 

I have, in the preceding pages, treated of the union be- 
tween Christ and his people, and shall only observe, that 
upon this union hangs the' whole scheme of salvation. Our 
author may speculate upon Adiam and Christ bebg " rather 
moral thah legal or natural heads,^ p. 817 ; but, according 
to the word of 'God, they, afld thefr respective families, are 
so closely united^ or rather, identified, that the guilt of 
Adam, and the righteousness ^ofC^&ist, are the guilt and 
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righteou«tiC8fl of their respective cbfldren. Hence all the 
chfldren of Adam are by nature children of wrath, shapen 
in iniquity, and conoeiyed in sin ; and all Ohiist's children 
cau ohidlenge the universe to lay any thing to their charge. 
Orir author, referring to my late brother's Exposition of 
the Epistle to the Romans, says, p. 314. " he seems to hint 
at the existence of a union (between Christ and his people) 
wMch is mysterious and incomprehensible in its nature.'^ 
Dr Payne supposes that Jonathan Edwards, and others, 
would agree with this view, while he thinks such notions 
^^ are repugnant to that distinct agency which enters into 
our notions of aoconntableness f^ and concludes by intimat- 
ing hid disapprobation of throwing " unnecessary mystery 
around the subject to which it refers." On this I observe, 
1st, That the whole controversy respecting the extent of 
the Atonement proceeds fix)m a vain attempt to remove diffi- 
culties, in regard to man's accountableness, which our Acuities 
are utterly inadequate to reconcile with the sovereignty of 
God. To be consistent, we must either be satisfied on the sub- 
ject upon God's authority^ while we confess it is too high for 
us, or choose one or the other part of the alternative ; main- 
taining the accountableness, and denying the sovereignty, or 
vice versa. 2nd, I have as little inclination to throw " un- 
neoeeeaiy mysteiy" around this or any other subject, as our 
author ; but I would caution him against endeavouring to get 
rid of mystery in treating of the scheme of redemption, which 
is eminently '' the wisdom of God in a mysteiy, even the 
hidden wisdom-Hidiidi none of the princes of this world 

knew.^' He is aware into what errors attempts to get rid 

• ^ -■'••' ■■- f- 1 ■-■■ , -...t... . ■■ ti^^- .■ ■■■ 

* The Qospel ffasts down our notions, or ima^ations, and everjr 
high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God. 
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of mjfiteiy have led many writers ; and, in regard, jto >the 
subject in band, the union of Christ and his peq^lsy t)H) 
Apostle teaches us that it is ^^ a great M:Y4$r,ERY)'' .s^^r: 
dowed forth by Eve being formed of Adam's flesh and tbpn^i 
^^ We are members of his body, of his flesh, and ofihis 
bones ; for this cause shall a man leave his father, psxd 
mother, and shall be joined unto his wife, ai»d, they two 
shall be one flesh. This is a great mystery ; but I spoaik 
concerning Christ and the church." £ph. v. 30-32. . • 
P. 320. — " God has accordingly declared^ in infinite gmoe 
to man, that He will save all that believe." And has He 
not declared, with equal plainness, that faith is his gilt, and 
that ^^ where there is no vision (as is the case with by lap tbie 
greater part of the world) the people perisli ? Yet wiA he 
be justified in his sayings, and overcome when he is judged.'^ 
P. 396. — Our author says, ^^ We maintain that the death 
of Christ was a real satisfaction for sin," and yet denies that 
it is restricted to those whose guilt it cancels. Does it then 
exjoate all sin, or some sin? I judge of the extent of the 
Atonement both from its cfiects and from the dedaraUons of 
the Word of God. I hold it as an axiom, that guilt alone 
prevents the love of God flowing to any of his intelligent 
c^ipatnres. In consequence of the guilt of God's people 
having been expiated on Calvary, they are, in due time, 
made partakers of faith and every other grace. God's love 
to them is manifested through sanctification of the Spirit 
and belief of the truth. The Gospel is to them the power 
of God unto salvation, the savour of life unto life ^ ■ 1^ othears, 
it is an aggravation of their coqdemnatjoo, placing their 
alienation from Grod in the strongest point of view. To 
them it is the savonr of death tmto death. Men, m general. 
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do not^hoiir the Gesgel at all, and of those who hear it, the 
Hii* ^'greater ^aii rejeot it. Henoe the Lord, tracing his 
peofile'fi fla^vatSon to the Atonenxent, aays, " I am t^ gpood 
ahepheid ; the good shepheid giveth his life for tiie aheep." 
^^:^d other ahe^ I have, which are not of thia fold : them 
idsO' I must bri«gi, and they shall hear my voioe; and 
thepe.«haU be one fold, and one shepherd," John x. 16. 
Xl^^.afo bis ^^ purchased possession, bought with a 
^oeir'' redeemed from their vain conversation with the 
prficbua blood of Christ, 1 Pet. i. 18. In all this I 
iiod the most entire harmony, ajid therefore, I most 
oM^eiktiiy repeat, ^^ when a real Atonement,, expiation, 
or satis&ction for em is admitted, it must of necessity be 
restfisted to those whose gmU it cancels,^^ When, on the 
other hand, the Saviour's sufferings andd^th are viewed as 
^^ that which shall preserve |o the moral government of God 
thaJf powerful control over its subjects which the entrance of 
sin eQdaQgei?ed, and which its unconctitional forgiveness 
would have entirely destroyed,^'* there must of course be a 
virtual denial of the substitution of Christ for his people. 

P. 398. — Our author dwells upon my agreement witli Dr 
Marshall, that Christ's sufferings were ^^ the very punish- 
ment, — the idem not the tantundem merely." Now, I have 
clearly stated, that Christ, as the substitute of his people, 
having, by taking part with them in flesh and blood, brought 
them into the closest union with himself, Heb. ii. 11, — en- 
dured the curse of the law, — separation from God, — ^and that 

* 9acb is Dt Ptyne'ft definition of mftkrog sati^fvetlon for «1n. Now, 
without acsamiDg the authority of a jadgei» while ba abidf^ii bj this 
definition, I shall continue to hold, that he does no/ admit that the 
dteth of' Christ >U afi^al AUlatmanu, la khU'^ioBt Hl.wtB for the 
justification of God} and not for the justification of inau. Its object 
was to malntafn ti^e teiR&/ane« of justice. ' '' 
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this was annofinced on the crow by the (jry, " My? God, iriy 
€k>d! yfhj hast Thon forsaken me?" — i^ iotdmode 4o 
meet upon hhn the uiiqnitieB of them all. l^or their ^e^, 
He sandified himself, thus securing their being, in thdlr 
suoeesaiTe generations, sanctified througli tjke truth, «lohn 
xvii. 19. Thus was the law magnified WbA made honour- 
aft)le, by the obedience, unto death, of an infinitely glodotiSs 
Victim, in whose wonderful person the complete wiioB of 
God and a countless multitude of &llea men was exhibitwl, 
and a more awful manifestation of the inflexible justioe and 
inviolable truth of God was givBi, than if the whole m6e of 
Adam had perished, as did the Wen angels. I st^ll o6ttfi- 
dently hold, that what our Lord suffered^ was the very 
penalty due to us in law, viz., being cat ofi^ fix»m Ood, ^he 
Fountain of holiness and happiness. 

The Scripture teaches us that the curse of God is the pun- 
ishment of the breadi of the law. Now, in the Scriptures, 
we are informed, that Christ hath redeemed his people fn^m 
the curse of the law being made a curse for them : conse- 
quently, he endured the punishment which wa^ due to their 
stns. Adam, in his original state, had to obey the law 
merely in its precept ; but it was incumbent on the second 
Adam to obey not only the precept, but to endure the 
penalty. This was what no creature, however exalted, could 
have done. Being cut off fVom God, fit)m whom alone it 
can derive life and strength, it could not possibly have dotfio 
any thing acceptable to God by wliich others might-be 
delivered. But the. Son, of Qod was manifested to destroy 
the works of the devil. 

From his bkth,'to his death Gfaiist^s Hfe waa aniaAoBemciit, 
a satisfaction for his people!§ sins. He ddighted m the law 



1 
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of God ; it was wkhin his heart ; liis meat and drink was to 
do his Father^ will. The assumption of human nature was 
an acknowledgment of the debt which he owed for those 
whom his Father had given him. His appearing in the 
form of a servant, in the likeness of sinful flesh, and conse- 
quently being a man of sorrows, proved that their sins were 
laid upon him; for holiness and happiness, sin and suf- 
fering, are, under the righteous government of God, insepar- 
able. In his humiliation, pains, and sorrows, there was a 
continual proof of his having been made sin. The penalty, 
which, as his people^s substitute he had to endure, began at 
his birth, and was consummated at his death, which was 
eminently the hour and power of darkness. It was the 
crisis oi his sufferings, but at no period of his life upon earth 
did the cup pass from him. Hence he says, ^^ I am afflicted 
and ready to die from my youth up : while I suffer thy 
terrors I am distracted,^^ Ps. Ixxxviii. 15. 

Had not the curse of God been upon the Redeemer from 
the moment of his incarnation, he must have been always 
happy while upon earth ; but he was a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with griefs ; there never was sorrow like unto his 
sorrow, wherewith the Lord afflicted him in the day of his 
iicrcc anger. He had mdeed one consolation, and but one ; 
he knew he was doing his Father^s wiD, and was tlie object 
of his supreme delight, even for the sufferings which he was 
enduring,' and he looked through all the clouds and darioiess 
with which he was surrounded to the joy set before him ; to 
the day of his espousals, when his Wife should have made 
herself ready, and when he should preaeni her to his Father 
spotless and blameless ; when he should set her upon his 
glorious high throne, and thus piwhioe a louder mote of praise 
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to God fiioin the principalities and powers in 'heavenly 
places, by the oonsommation of Hib eteraal purposo. - 

This snpported his mind while he remained a homeless' 
wanderer in this evil world. Such were the awfol eonse- 
qnaioes of His being made sin, who knew no sin ; in tftds 
consisted his abasement. He shall appear the second time 
without sin, in a way befitting his dignity as the Son of God, 
the Judge of the qnick and the dead. 

It was not neeessary that Christ should have descended mito 
hell, considered as a place. Wherever the sentence of the broken 
law is executed, there is hell ; in the garden and on the cross the 
great Surety endured the weight of God's wrath ; and then 
more especially, he experienced the curse in all its bitterness. 

We have observed that the penalty of disobedience was 
being out off from God. This implies eternity of punishment, 
because no creature cut off from God can ever have power 
to return ; and God's unspotted purity, justice, and i]:nmuta- 
bility, forbid the repealing of the righteous sentence, or the 
communication of his grace to a sinful creature without an 
atonement. The eternity of punishment arises from the 
creature's weakness; it cannot suffer all the punishment 
due to transgression. But Christ being both God and man, 
could do what no creature could ; his dignity gave infinite 
value to his sufferings, and thus justice is fuMy satisfied. 

It does not become us to pry too curiously into the Divine 
dispensaticms ; our high imagmations must be cast down, 
and with the di^sition of little children we must sit at the 
feet of the great Teacher, be satisfied with what he is pleased to 
commnnicate, and look forward to the period when we shall nd 
longer see Hnottgh a ^ass darkly, but fiiice to face, when we 
shall not know in part, bat shall know even as we am known. 
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' Ps 399.-^A8 to wbAt our Author says of Christ suflfermg, 
'•^ oemoorse and dei^air,'* it ib utterly irrelevant. It has been 
alstthly stated that in aU his affliction, and while enduring 
the curse of the law, the Redeemer knew that he was 
ykldiq^ impliott obedience to his Father^s commandments. 
Qe icaew, nuHreover, that he should prevsul in the awful 
QOHlest upon wfakdi he had entered ; he knew he should not 
1i«.aduimed. There was therefore no reason for remorse or 
A^HjpmMi mtrnthstanding his enduring the curse of the law, 
th$ y$ry {Mniahment doe to his people's transgression ; every 
tMflg he did was an act of obedience to his Father, who 
ottee and again testified his approbation of hia conduct. 

In Older, however, to teadi us that the sins of his people 
were aotnaDy laid i^n him, we find many passages in the 
Pflahnfif where he is described as humbled in the dust on 
aooount of am ; and this renders that part of Scripture most 
valnahte and apfiMaable to us, who have drunk up iniquity 
as the ox drioketh up water. This forms a connecting link 
between Eim who was holy, harmless, undefiled, and sepa- 
rate from sinners, and us, who are shapen in iniquity, and 
conceived in an. Had not this been the case, there would 
have been no oonespondenoe between his experience while 
on earth, and that of his followers. 

Ib. — ^In speakittg of the Atonement, I dedre habitually 
to remember that it is essentially necessary to receive the 
kingdom of Qod as a litde child. Many questions may be 
aaked^ and cotiBe<|ii^iees deduced, which may be too high 
for US. Dr FKyne* iiot only speaks of Cfarist suffering 
remame ^ and despaiff \Mt of his conlSnuing to endure 
^biOBi ^^>iot;0¥»if-^i9r^^ aiie bittiivtid in ^e Areatening 
denounoedaniAnltriij^.^ Btit^ml^inoti die swOTd awaking 
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against the Man the &llow of the Alsightj^f and smiting 'the 
Shepheid,— might not this, fbom its infinite value, ixraeiade 
the neoessily of the oontinuanoe of sufferings under w]ki^' a 
creatm^e must have for eyer lain ? 

lb. — ^Who denies that the snfieriags of €iuia!fc '^vre 
^^ suhstUutionary sufferings !" They were endured' l»5 tkb 
Substitute of his people, the Surety of iiie new voreifttli. 
This coyenant is called theeverlasting ooT«nant, Hd)#ixi&j>2G', 
because it originated in the counsels efeteoiity, and eoHendB 
to the consummation of all things, nay, to a iitue eteniiiy. 

P. 4(H. — Our author quotes with (^[qptrobation Jroin 
Bishop Stillingfleet, that if Christ ^^ had paid the vefy same, 
as the law required, when he suffered fiur sinners, -^^Sthere 
must have Mowed deliverauce ipso/aeto of all for whom 
it was paid, — ^whereas, we observe, in the Kew Testament, 
that fiuth and repentance, and their consequents, are made 
necessoiy conditions on our part, to our aotoally partakSng 
of the benefits that result from the Saviour's obedience and 
death." Now, to say the least, this is a very inaceixrate 
way of speaking. ^^ Faith, repentance, and their eonse^- 
quents," be they what they may, were unalterably secuiwd 
for those for whom the Atonement was made. The resvr^ 
rection of the head was the justification of the memfoerB, 
whose de^vel:ance followed ipso facto ; some of them might 
die in inJEpicy, others become grey-headed, bui fism the 
period of tbdr being ^j^&l to the Saviour, theiv Hfewas. Idii 
with (yhri^t in God. Faith and repentonee are tiiec eo»- 
dltions.. of. salvation, . as breattog* ml .eatisig ate the oon^ 
ditiiO^ ^^ % 9^PWB^9^ 9f- <H^7 n|i(fu:pdtlifey<or as nhe 
opepJ»g..qegiv^exp8.fe,fb9jfipi)f}jti(^>«f-^;>irj^^^ wh&k 
Qpd nigpa^, to ^ iif^fu^^y:\m impastsia. ilMppiilioni mvf , 
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tke^ neoGsshy of breathing, eating, and opening our eyes ; and 
when the Bedeemer bore the sins of his people in his own body 
onihe tree, he seeored for them the communication of the Spirit, 
as surely as God secured the breath of life to the posterity 
of Adam and Eve, when He said. Increase and multiply. 

The woriL of Christ is one ; its several parts may bo dis- 
tinguished, but eaimot be separated. The Atonement, the 
intercesidon, and the final blessing are component parts of 
the same wonderful plan, just as the duty of the liigh priest 
in Israel, on the great day of atonement, was one continued 
action. He first offered the sacrifice, then burnt incense, 
and afterwards blessed the people. So Christ, having offered 
the great sacrifice, entered heaven with his own blood to make 
intercession for those whose sins he had borne. The firnit of 
this intercession is their receiving repentance unto life ; and he 
will at last appear to bless them, and receive them to himself. 
These are inseparaUe links of the same chain. Dr Payne 
must admit, that Christ disclaims making intercession for 
any excepting his people ; he will bless none other,- and it 
would be passing strange if the sacrifice which is the only 
remaining part of the priestly office, were offered for those for 
whom he does not intercede, and whom he does not bless, 
because, as he tells them, he never knew them. 

That Churoli which he purchased with his own blood, 
Christ calls, and justifies, and glorifies. God does not impute 
their trespasses to the world which he was in Christ re- 
conciling to himself. This reconciliation was not the re- 
moval of thdr enmity against God, but of his most righteous 
displeasure against them, thus preparing them to be a ha- 
bitation of God through the Spirit. We read of recondling 
the/holj places, which coodsted in figuratively removing 
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their nncleanness, by the shedding of blood, and thus- ren- 
dering them a suitable dwelling-plaoe for Himi who is of 
purer ey^s than to behold iniquity. The reeoociialaon' pro- 
duced no diange on inanimate matter. 

P. 405. — ^Dr Payne is dissatisfied ynth my describing the 
controversy with Dr Wardlaw, as respecting particular re- 
demption. He had before quoted Mr Scott, who uses the 
same term in the sense in which I employed it. And what 
is still more surprising, he tells us, two or three pages 
afterwards, that, with certain limitations, he ^^ should not 
much object to the use of the term," p. 409. But, still, with 
the greatest softness and self-complacency, he says, *''• I 
confess I find it difficult to reconcile this with Christian 
candour and integrity ;" and in the next page, he seems in 
no small degree of losiug his equanimity, when he talks of 
^'such insufferable assumption." I have not the least 
objection to gratify Dr Payne by using the word Atonement 
instead of redemption, although it appears self-evident 
that when an Atonement is provided, if it be sufficient, it 
must remove guilt, and accomplish the redemption of those 
for whom it is made ; and I must still maintain that those 
who do not admit this, abandon the doctrine of Atonement 
altogether. Atonement and reconciliation are synonymous; if 
the Atonement do not produce reconciliation in the offended 
party, provided his wisdom and goodness be infinite, the 
reason must be that the Atonement is inadequate. 

P. 406. — Our author " deeply" regrets my not having 
answered Dr Wardlaw's question. Whether the elect are not 
described as being *'^ previoasly to the grace of God apply-^ 
ing the Atonement," " children of wrath even as others?" 
I answer ^tinctly, by ^' the single mond^i,ble," No ! 
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They are described as the objects of God^s ^^ everlasting 
love" ^^ vessels of mercy which he had afore prepared unto 
glory," ^^ chosen in Christ before the foundation of the 
world, that they should be holy and without blame before 
him in love." True, they were by nature the children of 
wrath even as others. Considered in Adam they were under 
the curse ; while their salvation through the blood of Christ 
shed, or to be shed for them on Calvaiy, was sure as the 
throne of God. I do not know whether this may be satis- 
factory to Dr Payne. At all events, it is not more explicit 
than what I said before. Dr Wardlaw^s question never was 
one in whidi I felt the smallest difficulty. 

I now add, Christ appeared as the Bepresentative of his 
people, the Head of the new covenant ; he is the propitiatory, 
shadowed forth by the mercy seat — ^the throne of the God of 
Israel, — ^by which the tables of the law whii^ had been once 
broken, but restored, — ^werecorer6(f. When Christ rose from 
the dead, his people were^ representatively justified by the 
resurrection of their Head, and their final salvation was secured. 
This does not prevent the necessity of their being made meet 
for the inheritance of the saints in light, by the washing of 
regeneration and the renewing of the Holy Ghost, which with 
all other spiritual and heavenly blessings are secured to 
them by the Saviour^s exaltation. In the dght of men they 
appear in their unconverted state, buoly treasuring up for 
themselves wrath against the day of wrath ; but the Lord 
knoweth them that are his, and in the way and at the time 
most conducive to his own glory and then: everlasting good, 
they shall depart firom iniquity, and be grafied into the good 
olive tree ; the certain consequence of which is their bringing 
forth firuit to the praise of redeeming love. Men may pervert 
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Uus dooteme, bnt it is at their perQ ; it AflMfl no gtottfid ' 
for preBamptioii, for no one can know kis elecfatmbut by 
being called into the fellowship of Qod s dear 8on: 

It never entered my mind that men are in a state of s^- 
vation previondy to faath in Jesns, bttt faith, andet^tMih^r 
sfHiitiial blessing are secured by the Atonemeit made for 
God's people upon CalTary, before many of them were born ; 
just as their smful nature was the necessaiy consequenoeof 
Adam's fall, which took place before they had a being. 

P. 407. — ^I said, if men are saved not by the Atohemefit 
itself, but by its a^cation, it follows, that the *^ Hdly-Spirit, 
not Christ, is the Saviour." Against this, which appears 
to me ahnoBt an identical propositioay Dr Payne lodges his 
8troi^;e8t protest, which he endeavours to vindicate by the sup-* 
position of an event which he admits ^* cannot possibly hap- 
pen," (viz. an elect man dying before his conversion to God,) 
which therefore, I consider myself fiilly entitled to pass over 
in silence. The means as well as the end are included in 
the Divine decree. When the elect were given to the Son, 
repentance unto life, and the bestowment of all those graces 
which adorn the Christian character, were irrevocably se^ 
cured to them. The death of Christ did something more 
than lay a basis for the deliverance of his people, it ^* re* 
deemed" them *^ from l^e curse of the law," and secured 
for them the heavenly inheritance, of which neither earth 
ner hell shall deprive them, lliis inheritance is befitowed 
not only on the Jews but on the Gentika also, although it 

* Hence Jesus speaks of his other sheep " not of this fold," 
whmn he ** nwwt ^Iso bHug." They had not ^ek Me^ birti? but 
he sM« ** they sU^U hear n\y voice,*' John ^.16. , 
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was not till after the resurrection that the word of salvation 
was sent to them,* Gal. iii. 12 — 14. 

If the death of Christ only laid a baas for the deliverance of 
his people, it is obvious that the deliverance itself is effected 
by the Holy Spirit, so that He, and not Christ, is the deliver- 
er. Two governments engaged in war, resolve to make 
I)eacc ; they agree upon the basis uti possidetis ; plenipo- 
tentiaries are appointed ; and a treaty is concluded. In this 
case surely the plenipotentiaries are the negotiators. They 
conclude the treaty, although the basis was previously fixed. 
In like manner, although the death of Christ is admitted to 
be the basis of salvation, if sinners are saved, not by the 
Atonement, but by its application, the Spirit, who applies it, 
is undoubtedly the Saviour. 

A child succeeds to an estate bequeatlied to him, but 
^^ the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing from a 
servant, though he be lord of all ; but is under tutors and 
governors until the time appointed of the father, ' Gal. iv. 
1,2. Still he is the heir ; his title is as valid as when he 
assumes the entire management. And thus it is with those 
for whose sake Christ sanctified himself; they are redeemed 
^ith the blood of Christ, and their calling, their justifica- 
tion, and glorification, are subject to no posrable contingen- 
cy. In their natural state they do not diflbr fi"om those 
whom Christ never knew, yet are they heirs of God and 
jomt heirs with Christ. The price of their redemption has 
been paid, and in due time their deliverance shall be accom- 
plished. When Archimedes said, if he had a fulcrum for 
\\\& lever, he would move the earth ; he did not mean that 
this was to be done by the fulcrum. It was merely the 
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basis on which the moving power was to rest. It is self- 
evident, then, if the Atonement merely *' laid a basis for their" 
(the elect's) " deliverance," which is accomplished by the 
Holy Spirit, He and not Christ, is their deliverer. 

In floating a raft of thiber down the Rhine, a man fell 
into the water. His companion ran and caught him when 
sinking. Can there be a question, by whom he was 
saved? The raft was the basis which supported his de- 
liverer, but no one would say he was saved by the raft. 

The Apostle d&cribes believers as having died and risen 
with Christ, Col. ii. 12, as being blessed with all spiritual 
blessings, in heavenly places in Christ, Eph. i. 3, as raised 
up together, and made to sit together in heavenly places in 
Clirist Jesus, Eph. ii. 6.* 

The presence of the Head of the body in heaven is the 
pledge that all the members — ^the children with whom he 
took part in flesh and blood — shall assuredly follow. During 
their unconverted state, they are hidden from men, but 
they are known to Cod. It may be said that those who 
are dead and risen with Christ, who are quickened together 
with him, and made to sit together in heavenly places, 
are believers ; but the whole body died in Christ, the Head ; 
in him they were quickened, and are represented as now 
seated with him in heavenly places. Hence believers 
are exhorted to reckon themselves to be dead indeed unto 
sin, and alive unto God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, not 

that they feel no disposition to indulge in sin, but that 

'I III 

* Thus also the Apostle speaks of himself as separated from his 
mother's womb, and called by his grace, Gal. i. 15 ; and Jeremiah was 
sanctified before he came forth out of the womb, and ordaine4 to b.e a 
prophet to the nations. This implied his receiving in due time, all 
the qualifications required for the o^ce. 
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in Christ, their glorious Head, they died and rose again. 
The Apostle, after speaking of the Colossian beUevers, as 
having been buried and risen with Christ, proceeds : — ^' If 
ye then be risen with Christ," &c. chap. iii. 1. Certainly 
then: resurrection was coeval with the Lord's ; the members 
rose with then: Head, although they cannot be distinguished 
till called by grace. 

P. 408. — Our author complains of my identifying Atone- 
ment and redemption. They are inseparable; the one in- 
cludes the other ; if the stipulated ransom be paid, and if he 
who has paid it be unchangeable, and possess sufficient power, 
the deliverance of the captive is beyond the possibility of 
a doubt. Believers are said to wait for the adoption, to 
wit, the redemption of their body, Rom. viii. 23. Yet arc 
they noiv ^^ the sons of God," adopted into his family. 
The adoption for which they wait is their entrance upon 
their glorified state. Till they believe, sinners do not ex- 
perience the effects of the Atonement made for them ; but 
they shall do so as surely as the saints, who, at present, 
dwell in houses of clay, shall be raised in bodies fashioned 
like to Christ's glorified body. 

P. 409 ^With regard to the door of mercy being " set 

open to all men by the death of Christ," I would observe, it 
is no more set open to all by the Gospel than by the law. 
^^ The man that doeth these things shall live in them," and 
^' he that believeth and is baptized shall be saved," but by 
the deeds of the law no flesh shall be justified in his sight, 
for by the law is the knowledge of sin ; and all have sinned. 
Neither would salvation by the Gospel have been possible for 
fallen man, had not the covenant transactions of the Father 
and the Son, and the consequent endurance of the penalty by 
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the members of Christ's body in their Head, secured the sal- 
vation of a multitude which no man shall be able to num- 
ber. Like their brethren of men, thej were dead, but their 
life is hid with Christ in God ; ^' thine thej were," says the 
Saviour, *' and thou gavest them me.'^ He rendered him- 
self responsible for them, and declares that they shall never 
perish, neither shall any pluck them out of his hand, John z. 
28. He makes them willing in the day of his power. A man 
can no more of himself believe the Gospel than he can obey 
the law. In both cases the inability is moral, but not on that 
account the less real and absolute. Dr Payne may ask 
what do you make of human responsibility ? I reply, I hold 
it as strongly as he can do. It is written as with a sun- 
beam in every page of the Word of Ood, and I am as little 
disposed as our author to resist consciousness. 

P. 411. — ^Dr Payne has a long note upon justice, in which 
I have no personal concern, as he confines himself to com- 
bating Dr Marshall's views. Justice, as Dr Wardlaw 
properly observes, consists in rendering to all their due ; 
although he afierwards nullifies the statement by his baseless 
theory of the different kinds of justice, public, distributive, 
Sic, Our author sets aside both the justice and truth of 
God, telling us that the infliction of the threatening ^* ib 
not imperatively necessary, unless the public good require 
it." This is precisely Dr Waidlaw's ^^ public justice,*' on 
which I have said enough in the preceding pages. Dr Bates 
well observes that ^^ it was an act of justice to inflict the 
punishment when Christ had undertaken for us."* 

I _ . _. . I ■ - - T— I — - r^ - I Ti 1 

* Barmony of the Divine Attributes, p. 178; London, 1815, He 
dencribes jusMoe m an " attribute as essential to the divine nature as 
mercy." P. 57. He might have said more essential. God may be 
merciful) He mutt be just 
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Aocording to our author, if the smner has his due, ^^ no 
mercy can he extended to any transgressor." Bat the 
manifold wisdom of God in the Gospel consists in the Son 
of God having so identified himself with his people that in 
him they endured^ the cnrse, and in him they inherit the 
hlessing. In respect of both they drink of his cup. He 
was a man of sorrows, he went by the cross to the crown ; 
and they through much tribulation enter the kingdom of 
God. They have fellowship with him in his death, that 
they may also have fellowship with him in his resurrection. 
They suffer with him, and shall reign with him. They are 
filling up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in 
then: flesh, for his body's sake, which is the Church, Col. i. 24. 

The Scripture reveals God as a just God and a Saviour ; 
just, and the justifier of the ungodly. There is a breadth, 
and length, and depth, and height in this wisdom which 
we cannot &thom. We may not be able to explain how it 
comported with perfect justice, that all should die by the 
disobedience of Adam, but we are taught to receive it on 
the divine authority; and, in perfect harmony and con- 
formity with this, an innumerable multitude are made alive 
in Christ. This can only be received when our high imagina- 
tions are cast down, when we cease fix)m our own wisdom, and 
are contented to receive the kingdom of God as a little child. 

Our author, instead of appealing to the Scriptures, refers 
to many ^^ "writers on ethical subjects," and affirms 
that justice is not a distinct or separate attribute. ^^ It 
may, perhaps, be said to be holiness or rectitude, in act (^ 
operation in a moral system.'* P. 414. — He then goes into 
a long metaphysical disquisition, in which he tells us " Law 
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emanates from God, not as a person or being, but as a 
moral governor." P. 4l6. — ^That " it is pre-eminently im- 
portant to observe that the necessity of punishment grows out, 
not of the personal^ bat the official character and relation 
of God." lb. — " If the great God were not our moral 
governor, he could possess no more right or power to punish 
men than one man has to punish another. " lb.— He affirms 
that essential justice cannot admit of a substitute. But the 
Scripture teaches us that the redeemed died in Christ, and 
thus endured the penalty, and that the Gospel is the 
revelation of God's righteousness or justice. " God set forth 
his Son to be a propitiation through faith in his blood,* to 
declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are 
past, through the forbearance of God ; to declare I say at this 
time his righteousness, that he might be just and the justilier 
of him that believeth in Jesus." Rom. iii. 25, 26. 

P. 419. — We are told the Atonement does not save per 
se. True, it does not preclude regeneration, but it renders 
it certain. It turns away God's anger from those for whom 
it was offered, and secures their salvation. The sheep for 
whom Christ laid down his life shaU hear his voice ; they 
must be brought into his fold, John x. 15, 16. In that 
blessed company, who have washed their robes and made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb, there will be many 
little children saved by the Atonement ; and if it does not 
save them per se^ I know not how they are sav^d. Doubtless 
they are regenerated, but this is the necessary consequence 
of the expiation offered for them. They were shapen in 

* Here is the limitation of the Atoiietnent, it is a propitiation for the 
true Israel, for all whom the Father hath given to Christ, from whom 
oonseqaently they shall assuredly receive faith and repentance. 
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iniquity and conceived in sin, were by nature children of 
wrath, but ^^the handwriting of ordinances which was 
ngainfit them,'' — as well as adults, — ^' which was contrary 
to them, he took out of the way, nailing it to his cross." 
Such language could not have been employed if the Atone- 
ment had been universal. In that case, the law was taken 
out of the way, and nailed to the cross in behalf of all 
mankind. All would therefore be dead to the law by the 
body of Christ, and consequently married to another, even 
to him that is raised from the dead, that they might bring 
forth fruit unto God, Rom. vii. 4. 

Those who die in infancy, as well as adults, are ^^ justified 
by his blood," and much more shaix be saved from 
WRATH through HIM, Rom. V. 9. And here, I may 
observe that Dr Payne has taken no notice of this, and 
many other passages 'of God's word, to which I referred in 
proof of the particularity of the Atonement ; he prefers 
metaphysical reasoning. A gentleman, with whom I 
travelled in a mail coach, many years ago, told me he had 
a law-suit in which Mr £rskine (afterwards Lord Chancellor) 
was his counsel. The client possessed a document whidi, 
as he said, completely established his claim ; but his counsel 
neglected bringing this forward, and trusted to a very eloquent 
address to the jury ; in consequence of which he lost a large 
sum of money. 

In Dr Payne's futme lucubrations on the Atonement, I 
would earnestly recommend to him to trust more to the 
Scriptures, and less to his metaphysics. He says the single 
question (respecting the satisfaction made upon the cross,) 
is, " What are the dicta of reason and Scripture?" p. 417. 
I^t me entreat Dr Payne to trust less to his reason, and 
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more to the Word of God, whose avowed purpose it is to 
stain the pride of all humaa gloiy, more especially men^s 
Tain reasonings. God has made foolish the wisdom of this 
world, while by his Spirit he reveals to his people those things 
which the natural man receiveth not, neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned, 1 Cor. ii. 14. 
The inconsistency of particular redemption (or, if Dr Payne 
likes it better, Atonement,) with the general invitations of 
the Gospel, seems, — ^perhaps with the exception of his meta- 
physics, — ^to be the main prop of our author s system. In 
the preceding pages I have considered this objection, and 
have shown that there is not the shadow of inconsistency in 
holding that the Atonement was made for the elect alone, 
and that they are separated from others by the general calls 
and invitations of the Gospel — ^which is therefore compared 
to a fan. The sheep of Christ for whom the good Shepherd 
laid down his life, hear his voice, while others disregard it. 
He received them from his Father in the everlasting counci}, 
he bore their curse, and is invested with unbounded power, 
that he may bring them to glory. They shall all again pass 
under the rod, and he will deliver them in full tale to his 
Father, saying. Behold I and the children whom thou hast 
given me. ^^ Those that thou gavcst me I have kept, and 
none of them is lost," John xvii. 12. With regard to all 
others, he will say, I never knew yoii ; but the Lord knoweth 
them that are his ; hence they are made to know God, 
Gal. iv. 9 ; and by the grace treasured up in Christ for their 
benefit, they depart from iniquity ; while others prove by 
their continued unbelief and disobedience, that they are still 
under the curse, and that the wrath of God abideth on them. 
They love the darkness rather than the light, because their 



58 STRICTURES ON DR PAYNE. 

deeds are evil. There is in them no good thing, consequentlj 
they reject the counsel of God against themselves, and perish 
in their sin. 

There is one consideration to which I have repeatedly 
referred, which demonstrates the error of those who hold 
universal Atonement ; and that is, the small part of the 
world which ever had an opportunity of hearing the Gospel, 
and many in the most favoured countries are, by their cir- 
cumstances, nearly as much precluded from listening to the 
truth as those who inhabit countries where the Gospel never 
came. It is impossible to recondle this palpable fact with 
universal Atonement ; and I have shown in^ the preceding 
pages, that from the days of our first parents, God has x^n- 
tuiually exhibited, in his dealings with mankind, the two 
families into which he was pleased to divide them, when, in 
the curse on the serpent, he announced the coming of the 
Saviour. To this and various other proofs of particular 
Atonement, Dr Payne has attempted no reply, except by 
alleging that the Church is to blame. 

The limited division of the Gospel is in every respect in- 
consistent with Dr Payne^s system. Referring to liis lectures 
on sovereignty, he informs us, " that in reference to those 
who are involved in the same general sentence of condem- 
nation, and must stand at length at the judgement seat, 
equity does require that the moral governor should deal with 
all alike — ^that the door of mercy (if it be opened) should be 
set open to all, — that the Gospel should be preached to all, — 
that the same objective motives to receive it should be pre- 
sented to all,* — and that at the great day, when one man 
18 saved through believing, and another lost through reject- 
ing the Gospel, it must appear that the same substantial and 
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radical indncements to reodye it, had been presented to the 
latter iadividnal as to the former," p. 364. But in point 
of fact, the Gospel is preached to comparatively few. The 
door of mercy is not set open to all. Even those bom where 
the Gospel is preached are placed in very different situations. 
Some have every external inducement to listen ; others to 
disregard it ; a still more numerous dass never hear it at 
all, and the Scripture tells us, ^^ where there is no vision, 
the people perish.' Where, then, is Dr Payne's " equity" 
which requires 'Hhat the moral governor should deal with all 
alike." He teUs us elsewhere it is the fault of the Church 
that all have not heard the Gospel ; but be the fault where 
it may, '•^ the moral governor does" not ^^ deal with all alike." 
The Gospel mnot ^'' preached to all." 

It may be said the Gospel when first announced was a- 
dapted to mankind universally ; but, in the course of events, 
many are precluded from hearing the Saviorar's name. They 
sin without law, and perish without law. This could not 
have been the case, had not mankind been condemned in 
Adam, and in this as in every thing else, we know that the 
judgement of God is according to truth and justice. 

In conclusion, I would observe, that Dr Payne reduces 
that most astonishing manifestation of the Divine wisdom — 
into which the angels desire to look — ^inwhichmercy and truth 
are met together, righteousness and peace have. kissed each 
other, into a contrivance to uphold the honour of the 
government of God in the eyes of the universe. According 
to this supposition. He gave his only begotten Son to shame 
and ignominy, for the purpose of making an impression on his 
creatures ; while guilt and innocence were confounded, and 

* Why aot also the same iubjeedve motiven ? 
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the spotiess Lamb of God was braised, that rebels might 
escape, notwithstanding their guilt, which by no ^^ conceiv- 
able process'' can be removed, p. 234. 

According to the Word of God, He who knew no sin was 
made sin for his people, that they might be made the 
righteousness of God in him ; He united, nay identified, 
himself with his brethren, that he might restore what he 
took not away, that he might raise them from the dust to 
sit with him upon his throne. He bore their sins ; not merely, 
as Dr Payne teaches, the consequences, but the gnilt of their 
transgressions. Both Drs Payne and Wardlaw tell us, a 
guilty creature can never become innocent, but the contnuy 
is the mystery of the Gospel. An innumerable multitude of 
Adam's race, who were made sinners by his disobedience, 
shall stand before an assembled univ«^ in a robe of right- 
eousness brighter than the robes of angels: theirs is the 
righteousness of God ; and this is the subject of the Grospel. 

The great object of the abettors of the new system, is to 
impress men deeply with a sense of their responsibility. 
This is, no doubt, vety important, but the constitution of the 
human mind precludes the possibility of men, — ^whatever 
they may profess, — divesting themselves of the conviction 
that they are accQuntable. This at least is the general 
mle ; there may be exceptions where men, in consequence 
of resisting their convictions, are '' given up to strong de- 
lusion that they may believe a lie." It appears very 
plausible, to allege, that if you inform ungodly men that 
faith is the gift of Grod, they will make use of the doctrine 
to excuse their indifference and disregard of the Gospel. 
But after all, it is only telling them they are lost ; so en- 
tirely lost, that not only can they offer no atonement for 
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their sins, bat that such is the alienation of their hearts from 
God and from righteousness, that thej cannot, without 
Divine influence, receive the Atonement which God has 
revealed in the Gospel, and that, consequently, they are 
shut up to cast themselves entirely and unreservedly on the 
mercy of Grod, through Christ, exclaiming. Lord save me, I 
perish. Is this statement according to truth? is it con- 
tained in the Word of. God ? Has God declared that such 
is the case ? And shall we be wiser than Him, and conceal 
what He has proclaimed ; or shall we not, by manifestation 
of the truth^ commend ourselves to every man^s conscience V 
It will generally be found that those who are brought to 
the knowledge of the truth, are first convincec^ of their utter 
helplessness and inability to turn to God, which they feel to 
be essential to their escaping the wrath to come. Hence 
the distress so generally felt before receiving peace in Christ. 
We may, and ought to tell men, of the unlimited freeness of 
the invitations of the Grospel ; not, however, attempting to 
conceal fi*om them, that sinners obey the truth only through 
the Spirit, and, at the same time, encouraging them to look 
to Jesus for salvation, to bestow upon them the Holy Spirit, 
and to give them repentance imto life. If we are not greatly 
mistaken, much of the superficial profession of religion which 
we witness, originates in men substituting a profession, in 
which many of the great truths of the Gospel are included, 
in place of that powerful conviction which arises from a 
spiritual perception of the glory of the truth by which the 
current of the affections is changed. By a spiritual percep- 
tion, we mean that view of spiritual and eternal things which 
no man can communicate to his neighbour, and which is 
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only obtained by means of tbe anointing wbich teacheth us 
all tbings, and is troth, and is no lie, and by which we abide 
in him, 1 John ii. 27. " Depend npon it,'* said an old and 
eminent Antiburgher minister, many years ago, *^ all false 
systems of doctrine agree on one point, the denial of a day of 
power." 

It is very remarkable how extensively, in certain dasses, 
the profession of religion at present is difiiised. Many ex- 
erdse the "power" which they undoubtedly possess, of say- 
ing they believe, and this not with the view of deceiving 
others, for they are themselves deceived. They attach them- 
selves to a favourite preacher, and they connect themselves 
with benevoleil; societies ; are distinguished, it may be, for their 
activity in committees, while they are strangers to the plague 
of their own hearts, and to that change which is essential 
to our inheriting the kingdom of God. In every age, there 
have been many who had a form of godliness, while they 
denied its power ; such characters were not unfrequent in 
the days of the Apostles, who preached the Gospel with the 
Holy Ghost sent down firom Heaven, and, consequently, in 
its unadulterated purity. But this unavoidable evil is great- 
ly increased when, in order to establish human responsibility, 
the absolute necessity of the teaching of the Spirit is, al- 
though not denied, kept out of view in addressing the 
Gospel to those who know not God. 

Dr Payne appears to covet the title of a philosophical 
divine ; it is a dangerous eminence. The man who aspires 
to it trespasses on foibidden ground. Stop, traveller ! — ^is in- 
scribed on the entrance gate. Paul, the ambassador of Jesus 
Christ, with all the authority of his apostolic character, and 
under the infallible guidance of inspiration, warns us of the 
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danger of blending our phUosophj with the doctrine of Jesus, 
Col. ii. 8. It is impossible to neglect the warning, without 
becoming the dupes of our own subtilties. In every age 
this has been the grand means of corrupting revelation, and 
it is now pervading even the disciples of Jesus in this country 
to a fearful extent. Popery, also, is making rapid strides, 
and the danger of its prevalence la greatly increased by so 
many having forsaken ^^ the old paths,^^ and, instead of 
maintaining that sinners are made the righteousness of God 
in Christ, hold that, although still guilty, they are treated 
as if they were righteous. Not satisfied with the plam de- 
clarations of the Word of God, they endeavour to reconcile 
its doctrines with their preconceived notions. « They quit the 
vantage ground afforded them by the paramount authority 
of the word of God, they come down into the plain ; and if 
they are opposed by men more subtle and acute tlian them- 
selves, they are sure to be entangled, and to bring reproach 
on the doctrine of Christ. 

1 give Dr Payne credit for wisliing to maintain the Gos- 
pel in its purity ; but the path which both Dr Wardlaw and 
he are pursuing, must inevitably lead to the denial of the 
necessity of the work of the Spirit to guide men into the 
truth. I do not suppose that either of them will give 
up this fundamental doctrme. I trust they have learned it 
from God ; besides, their character, their writings, and their 
desire of appearing consistent, all forbid the supposition; 
but the young men, — sunder their tuition, listening to their 
prelections, hearing of man's power to believe the Gospel, 
which they are taiight is the instrument of Gods moral 
government, — ^Y\'ill infallibly, in many instances, be turned 
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away from the wholesome words of somid doctrine. They 
may not deny the necessity of the Spirit's power on the 
heart, but they wiU give it UtUe prominence, and many of 
them will renounce it altogether. This has been verified in 
Scotland, by the schism,, both among the Congregationalists 
and in the Secession. In both cases it was preceded by the 
respective Professors countenancing the unscriptural dogma 
of universal Atonement. 

The prospect in regard to vital religion, bo^ in England 
and Scotland is very gloomy. In all denominations error 
and false doctrine are rife, and will probably increase to more 
ungodliness. There is also in many quarters a great degree 
of timidity whi^h prevents a bold avowal of the truth, tending 
to stem the current ; but the Lord will plead his own cause. 
He is conducting his Church in the right way to the glorious 
consummation which he had in view before the world was. 
And when the mystery of God shall be finished, the hea- 
vens shall declare his righteousness, his ways shall be fiilly 
vindicated, and glory in the highest shall redound to God, 
connected with an unfading crown of joy and righteousness, 
which shall be placed by the Lord the righteous Judge, on 
the head of all his blood bought sheep. 
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